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(Part of) Chapter 8:  Signs of the Times

(Jesus says:)

"Many ask Me for a sign. What sign? A sign of the hour or a sign of My power?...
"Do you want a sign of My power? But I have been giving you this sign for twenty centuries! What good has it been? I have opened upon you the torrents of My graces, and from Heaven I have brought them down onto the earth in a thousand and ten thousand miracles. I have cured your sick, subdued your wars, made your affairs prosper, responded to your doubts, concerning matters of faith as well. For I know your weakness, which does not believe if it does not see. I have come to repeat My doctrine; I have sent My Mother so that with Her tenderness She would bend you to penance and love. What good has it been?...

(Notebooks 1943, p. 52)

25 On a typed copy, the writer noted in pencil, "In response to a question by Marta." See June 24.

26 See the dictation of June 2.

" Never before as at present have I gone into action to return among you with My Word, and to gather together the multitudes of My chosen ones, so as to set out with them and My angels to do battle against the hidden forces, working to bore open the gates of the abyss for mankind.

"War, famine, pestilences, the instruments of military homicide - which are more than the ferocious beasts mentioned by the Beloved one – earthquakes, signs in the sky, eruptions in the entrails of the earth, the miraculous calls towards mystical ways of little souls moved by Love, persecutions against my followers, the loftiness of souls and the lowliness of bodies - nothing is lacking among the signs whereby the time of My Wrath and My Judgment may seem to you to be near.

"In the horror you experience, you exclaim, 'The time has come; it cannot get more tremendous than this!' And you loudly call for the end which will free you. The blameworthy call for it, mocking arid cursing, as always; the good call for it who can no longer-bear to see Evil triumphing over Good…"

(Notebooks 1943, p. 251)
"Keep watch. I say it once again. Observe the signs… Divert them with the Cross. Bear out the crosses and my effigies. Throw out Satan with Christ the Victor. Have faith. Have faith. You are dying from not having faith. I would like you to bless every region, every province, every city with Myself, the Redeemer - not with celebrations. This is not the time. But true adorations and pure blessings - to free yourselves from the One who makes you and your present and previous masters obsessed."
(Notebooks 1943, p. 418)
--------------------
"…Famine and the mortality of epidemics shall be one of the precursory signs of My second coming. Punishments created to punish you and call you back to God, with their painful power, shall effect one of the selections between the children of God, and those of Satan.

"Famine [will be] produced by plundering and accursed wars, wanted without the justification of the independence of nations, but only out of the ferocity of power and the pride of demons in the guise of men. [It will be] produced by the arresting, through God's will, of the cosmic laws: whereby the cold shall be harsh and protracted; whereby heat shall be seething and not mitigated by rains; whereby the seasons shall be reversed and you shall have drought in the rainy seasons and rains in the time of the ripening of the harvests…"

(Notebooks 1943, p. 432)
--------------------
 (The Eternal Father says:)
"You ask for a sign.. with your impure hearts and your blasphemous lips. And you thus request it in a way that is derision of My power, negation of My existence. You badger Me to show Myself with a sign, because you doubt My existence…
"You do not receive a sign from your God, because I do not manifest Myself to those who deny Me. You instead receive the multiple signs of the one you worship as slaves. He, the Enemy, multiplies his signs. And you, now close to the time of worship of the apocalyptic Beast,271 remain seduced by them and consider that the creator of such signs is greater than I, and is the only one that exists. You wonder, 'Who is God? Who is He?' And inside yourselves, to justify your acts of wickedness, you reply, 'God does not exist.'

"I am Who I am.272 I am so superior to you, that no manifestation of Mine would now be understood by the world, which has plunged into the most terrible darkness and foolishness. What you think is progress is your regression to the twilight of the early times, when men, having lost God and His Paradise, were only slightly superior to beasts. And they pushed their corruption to such a point that I decided to exterminate the race…273
"The new flood ‑ that is, God's wrath ‑ will come in another form. But it will still be wrath. Faithful to My word,274 I will not send the flood again. "270 Matthew 16:1‑4; Mark 8:11‑13; Luke 11:29‑32.

27l Revelation 13:1‑18.

272 Exodus 3:14.

273 Genesis 6:7.

274 Genesis 9:11.

But I will let the Satanic forces send the flood of the Satanic acts of cruelty… Neither the mercy of the Savior, nor that of the Virgin and the Saints, appease My wrath with their prayer.

"Truly, as in the times of Moses, I say, 'I will erase those who have sinned against Me from My Book, and if I were to enter into your midst just once, I would exterminate you.'
276 Truly, I say that only to My remaining children do I speak as a friend. For by their faithfulness, they have found grace in My sight, and I will show them My Good and have mercy on them. And even more benign than with My servant Moses, I will make the Face of My Christ shine in you, O my faithful children…"

(Notebooks 1944, pp. 236-9)
--------------------
 (Jesus says to Maria:)

"Last year I said to you301… ‑ it was Good Friday ‑ 'I would like to come a second time, to die to save them from an even more atrocious death... But the Father does not allow this... He knows it would be useless...
"The only thing I can do ‑ and I do it out of mercy on the saints… ‑ is to hold back the wrath of My Father. He, weary of the crimes of a race for which My Blood has been shed to no avail, goes on wanting and wanting to apply Justice to you. And justice, since you are blameworthy, would mean tremendous punishments, which My Mercy does not want to be added to those you cause yourselves on your own.

"Maria, I know I am wounding and demoralizing you. You had hoped for joy from My Easter. Roses after the thorns. Smiles after the tears. You are a victim. The thorns and tears remain, even in the time of Easter, for it is necessary to stay on the Cross for the sake of this perverse humanity…
"Go in peace."

(Notebooks 1944, pp. 262-4)
--------------------
 (Jesus says to His apostles:)
"…So be vigilant and pray... being always prepared for the coming, without letting your hearts become sluggish… and distracted from the things of Heaven by excessive care for the things of the Earth, so that death may not take you all of a sudden, when you are not prepared. Because… each one of you must die… And this death and subsequent judgement is a particular coming of the Christ
… and will take place at the solemn coming of the Son of man…"
(The Poem…, Vol. 5, pp. 465-6)
THE NAMING OF MARIA VALTORTA’S WORK

(Translated and adapted from the Italian by Catherine Loft)

The Gospel of Jesus as it was revealed to little John (along with similar variations) was the actual name Maria Valtorta wanted to give her Work. She considered herself a writer (and she certainly had the skills), but not the author. In fact, she always maintained that she only wrote what she saw and heard through divine revelation.

Of course, being a “private revelation”, people could accept it, but it was not a deposit of faith, unlike a “public revelation” which is binding on all Catholics. 

However, when Maria’s spiritual director Father Migliorini began to spread part of the Work in typewritten booklets before time, and without Maria’s knowledge (for she would never have approved of this), they received the first ecclesiastical opposition just for saying that the Work was a revelation (the Gospel as it was revealed…). Therefore, it was necessary to avoid declaring it as such in the title. 

In 1948 while in Rome, they tried to set up an appropriate publishing house to produce the Work during which a leaflet was printed with some excerpts from the writings, and it was given a prudent and provisional title: The Words of Eternal Life.
When the attempt to set up a publishing house failed, the Work was entrusted to printer-editor Michele Pisani from the island of Liri (west of Rome), who in 1952 signed a contract with Maria Valtorta leaving the question of the title unresolved. While the printing works was typing the contents of the Work in linotype (the most modern method on the typesetting machine at the time), new suggestions for titles were being presented, one worse than the other: such as The Divine Tragedy, The Divine Drama and so on.

The typesetting progressed slowly due to difficulties of various kinds. When the first corrected proofs of Volume One were ready to be printed, there was still no title. It was then that a renowned admirer of the Work suggested calling it: The Poem of Jesus and the volume was released with that title. After a short time, the Pisani publishing house received a warning from an Editor who claimed exclusive rights to that title because he had used it for a book of poems (the Gospel in Verse) that he had published. Therefore, they thought it best to modify part of the title, and so it became The Poem of the Man-God.

The first (Italian) edition of that Work, in four thick volumes, did not feature the name of the writer, because Maria Valtorta did not want to be known while she was still alive. However, on the cover of second edition, in 10 volumes - the first of which was released in the year of her death - the wording “written by Maria Valtorta” appeared beneath the title: The Poem of the Man-God.
This second edition was in circulation for more than thirty years with innumerable reprinting of the 10 volumes. By this time, The Poem of the Man-God was associated with Valtorta’s Work, and many had even shortened it to: The Poem. However, that very word “poem” created problems...

The Spanish language only used that word in a poetic sense and no other, unlike the Italian language where the word could also be used to express “something admirable or marvellous”. Therefore, the Spanish edition of the Work had to be named: El Hombre-Dios (The Man-God). That very same title was already being used with the German edition: Der Gottmensch. Only in the English edition was it also possible to translate the whole title to: The Poem of the Man-God.
Soon after the Spanish edition, the French publication was released. The translator, Felix Sauvage, had offered his work to the publisher, Emilio Pisani, son of Michele, on condition that it be published with the title conforming to what Maria Valtorta had in mind. So in 1979, a new title was born, faithful in substance to the original intention of the Writer, but more accurate in its genre and with the meaning of the title more clearly understood: L’Evangile tel qu’il m’a été révélé (The Gospel as it was revealed to me).

Taken from the French edition, that title was later used for the (third) Italian edition in 1993. However, owing to its more personalised form (The Gospel as it was revealed to me), it was therefore necessary for the writer’s name to precede the title, consequently redefining the standard rule for all book covers which was: title, author, publisher. By doing this, Maria Valtorta assumed authorship of the title, therefore acquitting the Publisher of that change of rule. Furthermore, she also came across as the author of the Work, therefore permitting the Editor to comply with a written request to name the writer, which he had received from the Secretary General of the Italian Episcopal Conference.
Later, even the Spanish edition changed its title, El Hombre-Dios (The Man-God) and renamed it: El Evangelio como me ha sido revelado. (The Gospel as it was revealed to me). 

With the renaming of the English version in 2012, all the translations of Maria Valtorta’s Work finally carry the same title as the original Italian edition that Maria desired.

TRANSLATIONS FROM QUADERNETTI – PART 2

CHRIST SPEAKS ON PUBLISHING

THE POEM OF THE MAN-GOD
– From the Mystical Revelations of Maria Valtorta –
 [These are more dictations from a book not yet published in English – Maria Valtorta – Quadernetti* (The Little Notebooks), passages from which will be printed in future Bulletin Supplements. These translations are reprinted with the permission of this site’s webmaster.

See http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys/index.html]

*Quadernetti (Edizioni Pisani / Centro Editoriale Valtortiano srl, Via Po 95, 03036 Isola del Liri (FR), Italia, 2006)

One of Maria Valtorta's dearest desires was to see The Poem of the Man-God published with ecclesiastical approval before she died—not for her own glory, but because she knew this Work to be authentically from Christ, and of immense importance for souls and for the modern Church. As it became increasingly evident that her desire would not be realized in her lifetime, she offered to Jesus the renunciation of this desire to see it published before she died. In the following very brief extract, translated here from the recently published [2006] Quadernetti collection of her revelations, we see Christ's response to Valtorta's offering....
—Translator
[April 17, 1948 - Eve of our Political Elections]1
Valtorta :
Immediately after Holy Communion—which I offer for the good outcome of these [Elections], and as my Viaticum, in case I die in going to vote—I say to Jesus: "I offer You also my life, and I renounce seeing the Work [The Poem] published—provided they, the Communists, do not triumph." Jesus responds to me:—
Jesus :
I have always accepted every offering and sacrifice of yours. But this, No. My Will is otherwise. These desires of yours go contrary to My Will, and I cannot accept them. My Will is that the Work [The Poem] should be published. Because, if it is true that the holocaust of one creature can do so much to keep the Antichrist from triumphing, My Word can do much more, spread among the crowds.
You [Maria] could affect ten, a hundred, even a thousand, with your sacrifice. The Work [The Poem] is I, Myself, Who speak: to believers to fortify them, to the lukewarm to inflame them, to the incredulous to make them believers, to sinners to convert them, to those against God, and to the uncertain [wavering] between God and those against Him. [All these are] often more weak and submissive to certain doctrines of the cunning, who are truly against God, or who are on the way to being so. I, Who speak to all of these [through the Work] to make them anew [sons] of God, can affect a thousand times a thousand, and [a thousand times] ten thousand. Your sacrifice would be increased by your degree of glory. But I, I want many—now preys of Satan—to have celestial glory. It is for this that I have given the Work [The Poem]. I know that it means health—for whoever reads it with good will—to know Me. Just this alone. On the other hand!... Nothing will halt the venom which the Dragon pours out before advancing to prevail and triumph.

"The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with the flood.... Then the dragon ... went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God, and who remain faithful to Jesus Christ, bearing testimony to Him" [Rev 12:15,17]
The wave advances. The wave of hate for the Teaching and Militant Church. And the war against the most holy liberty of man advances—against those things which God Himself does not violate: free choice, freedom of conscience, and freedom of faith and action.
And yet, even this is needed. Because, in truth, all Earth is becoming the great whore, Babylon: mother of fornication and abominations. Too many put themselves at her service. She has become the Beast of the Abyss: seducing too many weak [souls], and persecuting too many who are strong: My Holy Confessors.
But in order that Satan, the Antichrist, and all the beasts of the Abyss may seduce less, and that My servants may be supported in the impending persecution—which will be always more extended and increased in power—I want the Work to go [out] to the crowds. I said when I was on Earth—though I am always among My Christians—and I repeat it now that I am in Heaven: "I have pity for this people" [Matt 15:32; Mk 8:2]. "If I do not give them food, they will faint." I say it also again now: "I have pity for this people. I want to give them the Word of Life, the Food that keeps them Living in the Faith, so they do not faint."
Therefore, My secret apostle, I do not welcome your offering. If you want to offer Me a sacrifice according to your present intention, ask Me to make you die as soon as the Work is published, in Italy and in many other Nations—all needing the Words of eternal Life to be saved and to live. [This would be] without your having time to gather any praise, or to taste the joy of knowing My Will is accomplished—for the fulfillment of which you have struggled so much, you struggle now, and you will struggle, by suffering always more. This I welcome. The other offerings—no. Because they are contrary to My Will.
— NOTES —

1. Maria Valtorta, Quadernetti (Edizioni Pisani / Centro Editoriale Valtortiano srl, Via Po 95, 03036 Isola del Liri (FR), Italia, 2006): 83-84.

CHRIST TEACHES ABOUT PREDESTINATION
– From the Mystical Revelations of Maria Valtorta –
— INTRODUCTORY NOTE —
In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul states: "...those whom [God] foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order that He might be the First-born among many brethren. Those whom He predestined He also called; and those whom He called He also justified; and those whom He justified He also glorified" [Rom 8:29-30]. And again He says: "What if God... has endured with much patience the vessels of wrath made for destruction, in order to make known the riches of His glory for the vessels of mercy, which He has prepared beforehand for glory?" [Rom 9:22-23].
Much ink has been spilled by many theologians down the ages over this conundrum of predestination. The perplexity of this mystery as it relates to salvation has, not surprisingly, given rise to the heresy of "predestinarianism", of which Calvinism is one of its chief advocates.1 This heretical understanding of St. Paul's teaching concerning "those whom [God] has predestined..." is based on two fundamental errors:
· the absolute will of God as the sole cause of the salvation or damnation of the individual, regardless of his merits or demerits; 

· as to the elect, it denies the freedom of the will under the influence of efficacious Grace, and puts the reprobate under the necessity of committing sin because of the absence of Grace. 

In the following brief extract translated here from Valtorta's recently published [2006] Quadernetti collection, we are given the Divine explanation of predestination. This brief Dictation given by Christ to Valtorta, in response to her own interior reflections on this perplexing subject, will hopefully be a needed correction of the errors it has occasioned. 
— Translator
[Oct. 23, 19482]

Valtorta : Jesus responds to my interior reflection on predestination to Grace and predestination to glory, [a reflection] provoked by a phrase spoken by a person who came to find me—

Jesus :
All men without exception are predestined to grace, since I died for all. Those who remain faithful—at least to the natural law of the Good—are predestined to glory. Thus at the end of the ages, each one who has lived as a just man, will have his reward.
God knows from eternity those who are destined for glory before they are born into life—that is, "predestined".
Pay attention, then, for here is the point for understanding with justice the justice of God. There are those who are predestined, certainly. And God knows them before time [even] exists for them. But they are not predestined because God, with evident injustice, gives them every means to become glorious, and by every means prevents any traps for them of the demon, of the world, and of the flesh. No. God gives them what He gives to all. But they use the gifts of God with justice, and hence they win the future and eternal glory by their [own] free will.
God knows that they will reach this eternal glory. But they do not know it, nor does God tell them in any way. Extraordinary gifts are not—of themselves—a sure sign of glory: they are a more severe means than others to test the spirit of a man in his will, virtue, and fidelity to God and to His Law. God knows. He rejoices in anticipation to know that this creature will reach glory; just as He suffers in anticipation to know that this other creature will, voluntarily, reach damnation.
But in no way does He intervene to force the free choice of any creature so that it may arrive where God wants all to arrive: in Heaven.
Certainly the creature's correspondence with Divine help increases its capacity to will. Because God all the more pours Himself out, as a man loves Him in truth: that is, with a charity of actions, and not [just] of words.
And again: certainly, the more a man lives as a just man, the more God also communicates with and manifests Himself to him: an anticipation of that knowledge of God which is the bliss of the saints in Heaven; and from this knowledge comes an increase of the capacity to want [will] to be perfect. But again and always, man is free with his will, and, if after having already reached perfection, one disavows the good he has practiced up till then, and sells himself to the Evil One: God would leave him free to do it. There would be no merit if there were coercion.
To conclude: God knows—from eternity—those who are the future eternal inhabitants of Heaven. But man, with his free will, must want [will] to reach Heaven by using well the supernatural helps which the Eternal Father gives to each of His creatures. And this [must he do] even to his last breath—whatever the extraordinary gifts he has received,3 and [whatever] the degrees of perfection he has reached.
Remember: no one has ever truly arrived, until his "walk" is finished. That is, no one is sure of having merited glory, until his time has ended, and immortality has begun.

— NOTES —
1. See: http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12376b.htm.

2. Maria Valtorta, Quadernetti (Edizioni Pisani / Centro Editoriale Valtortiano srl, Via Po 95, 03036 Isola del Liri (FR), Italia, 2006): 151-152.

3. "...extraordinary gifts he has received..."—an allusion to those called, like Valtorta, to be Christ's prophets and messengers, with the extraordinary gifts granted them to accompany that mission.

CHRIST SPEAKS OF PAGAN SAGES
– From the Mystical Revelations of Maria Valtorta –
— INTRODUCTORY NOTE —
The following very brief excerpt "On Pagan Sages" is taken from Valtorta's recently published [2006] collection of random Dictations and Visions, entitled, Quadernetti. Like the previous Quadernetti excerpts, this is its first translation into English for this web site. It gives us an interesting insight into the Divine view of the wisdom of ancient pagan philosophers and sages. For further insight into the Divine perspective on pagan wisdom, the reader might wish to compare The Holy Spirit on Abraham and Faith —also posted on this web site.

-Translator

[Nov. 16, 1945]1
Valtorta :
Depressed by the excessive fatigue of these last days—writing 85 pages in five days—Jesus allowed me to rest (materially). However my spirit does not rest, and the Master instructs it always.

Here is the today's instruction: I am reading from the sages of Vedic, Persian, Indian poetry, etc. etc. Sacred, spiritual poems, in which are celebrated and described the movements and feelings of the faithful toward God: the ALL, the Truth, as even they call It.

Some of [their writings] could pass for the ascetic writings of St. Teresa of Avila or St. John of the Cross. And I cite these because I know them a little. But there are certainly others. Again, one could believe these [pagan writings] are biblical songs filled with loving inspiration. I continue to be astonished. Then says—
Jesus :
"No.  No astonishment. Why be astonished?

In any religion, as long as it has an elevated morality, there exists a presence and requirement of virtue, in order to give life to that religion. There is present [in it] therefore: charity, hope, faith, humility, justice, and so on. These are not perfect, coming as they do from an imperfect knowledge of the ALL or Truth. But they always provoke the same moral effects of elevation, of ecstasy, of a prodding toward mercy, humility, and temperance: through a desire and hope of arriving at possession of the ALL, that is, of God.

God, the Sun, has the same lights for all men. Revealed but imperfect religions might create a haze through which the ray of the divine Sun cannot descend as freely to kiss and penetrate its believers. However, the best [adherents] among such religions—those who tend toward God with their whole self—know how to rise with the flight of their spirit beyond the haze. They know how to reach a perfection—which unfortunately is lacking in too many Christians—and to experience the ineffable words of the [Holy] Spirit to their spirit. And [thus] they know the taste of being one with Love, more and better, than do too many lukewarm Catholics.

Do not be astonished, then, if a [Muslim] Sufi2 has pages that are "sisters" to those of the lover of God: Teresa of Jesus. Love is one [same thing]. Whoever knows It, and is Its son, speaks the one and only language of love." 

Valtorta :

Then, while I am correcting [the above Dictation], He tells me to put the first letter of the [pagan] virtues in lower case, not capitalized, as I had put them3, because, says—
Jesus :
"They are not the virtues as Grace infuses them into you, that is, the theological and cardinal [virtues]. [But they are] the elevated virtues of a being [which is] deprived of Grace—because of not belonging to My Church, and not enjoying My Sacrament—but [a being which is] morally holy, because of tending toward Truth, toward God."

— NOTES —
1. Maria Valtorta, Quadernetti (Edizioni Pisani / Centro Editoriale Valtortiano srl, Via Po 95, 03036 Isola del Liri (FR), Italia, 2006): 56-57.

2. The "Sufis" are a sub-group within Islam, and follow a more spiritual and mystical way than other Muslims.

3. We note here the meticulous Divine supervision of Valtorta's recording of her revelations—a supervision which she also records elsewhere in her works. At times she notes Christ's intervention to change or add something as she herself is correcting Fr. Migliorini's typewritten copy of her original handwritten texts.

Some of the Further Dictations in Coming Supplements
Christ Speaks on the Eucharist

The Eternal Father to Pope Pius on The Poem and the Church
Christ Speaks on “The Work”
Christ Speaks of Satan’s Hatred
Comments on the “Our Father” and the “Hail Mary”
Christ on Reactions to The Poem
Christ on Free Will and Reactions to The Poem
 On the Holy Trinity and the Redemption
Christ on “This Generation will not pass away” (Mt. 24:34) 

The Beatitudes in the Magnificat
Christ on Man’s Two Opposed Memories
Letters of Maria Valtorta to Fr. Romuald Migliorini, OSM
What is Man?
o   o   0   o   o

Compiled by David D. Murray for the Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group,

11 Best Street, Ringwood Vic. 3134  AUSTRALIA

Tel. +61 3 9879 7853   E-mail:  david@valtorta.org.au
Web-site: www.valtorta.org.au
� Ex. 32:33-4.


� See 2Cor. 5:1-10;  Heb. 9:27.






