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CHAPTER 4.  OBSTACLES, TESTS, AND CROSSES (Cont’d.)
The Cross-Roads of Temptation

(Jesus says:)


"The devil goes around looking for an aperture, to stretch out his claws and tear away the incautious one who is too close to the opening to temptation. Or he waits for him to come out as a voluntary prey, through the allurement of sensuality. Or he may be silent and lie in ambush ‑ this is the craftiest trick. And those proceeding without a connection to the divine, fall into his trap.


"I repeat: as long as he roars, he is not very dangerous; when, after letting himself be heard, he is silent, he is then dangerous to the utmost ‑ he is silent because he has discovered your weak point and your habits, and is already prepared to leap upon you.


"Be watchful. If the light of God is upon you, it illuminates you, and nothing else is needed. But if you are in darkness, remain anchored in faith. Let nothing move you from it for any reason..."

(Notebooks 1944, p. 283)

(Jesus speaks of His temptation in the desert
...)

“...I went to a solitary place. But why? When? To do what? To prepare Myself with penance ‑ an indispensable preparation for God's works ‑ for My mission, which was about to begin...

“I did not seek Satan. I was sought by him. When he found Me, I endured his being close by. It was a right and proper experience so that I could be your merciful high priest, tested like you, not disdainful of you, and an example for you.

"Behold Me, O men, behold the Christ, tempted because He was a man, and not overcome because He had voluntarily taken his humanity to a perfection 'slightly less than that of the angels.'
 The angels lack a body and thus lack sensuality; therefore, impurity cannot harm or disturb them more than ‑ or differently from the way ‑ it disturbed Me: with horror at this beastly sin.

"Behold the Christ, Who did not vilely flee because He was pursued, or bargain or barter or negotiate with the Tempter about such a base matter, which does not deserve to be discussed. Let man, the noblest creature on earth, endowed with reason and spirit and conscious of his end, not corrupt himself with real or metaphorical contact with Lust. Let him not contemplate. Let him not discuss... [Maintain] the silence of lips and the silence of thoughts on topics which give off homicidal fumes. There is not always silence where the lips are still. Sometimes there are a heart, thought and will below - which speak and rave impurely, even if the lips are able to keep silent and the eyes remain lowered or shift about in poses intended to deceive men... 

"Why did Satan begin his Temptation with Impurity? Because this sin is the most widespread one. It is in every place and part of the world, at all social levels, and, unfortunately, in all conditions. It has many names. It is sometimes even covered with legitimacy, but it sullies legitimate marriage beds as well as the beds of prostitutes, and I will not speak about other considerations... He believed that with that means alone, he would be able to shatter the thought of redemption forever, by corrupting the irreplaceable Redeemer. Finally, because he needed to make sure whether I was the Redeemer...

"My eyes chilled him. My silence exasperated him. My serenity bewildered him. He felt he was up against a force which it was vain to hope to bend. He sensed that the Pure One could only be nauseated at the dishonest fruit he was offering...

"Tempted in all things and by everyone, I remained without sin. The Eternal High Priest, by My own will I kept Myself innocent, immaculate, and separated from sinners, turned into an angel by having abolished sense to serve the spirit alone..."


(Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 368-70)
(Jesus corrects a misinterpretation by doubters, of this event...)

"My silence and my complete indifference to the titillations of Satan should have articulated for you the glorification of Christ. Instead, in your view, they articulated something else ‑ the degradation of Christ. Christ's being tempted by impurity gives you the impression that Christ's dignity was damaged. You are getting the attempt mixed up with the result. A result would have meant damage. Glorification is the failure of the attempt...


(Notebooks 1945-50, p. 348)

----------

Free Will – Used as a Weapon against Satan

(The Holy Spirit describes Satan as the “ape of God”...)

"...He wants to give his people to himself, and he does this by preying, because he is a thief. Whereas God, in order to create His people for Himself, has en​dowed man, created in His image and likeness
, with all the supernatural gifts apt at guiding him to the eternal Kingdom. And still not content, He gave His Only Begotten and beloved Son so that He could be immolated in order to become the Saviour of men. And this because God is the Origin of Good, Love, Truth and Order, and the divinely munificent Giver of every grace, while Satan is the origin of evil, hate, falsehood, disorder, and is a thief...

"Satan wanted to be equal to God in his every action, freedom, power and will to act, by disordinately desiring - he who is a created creature - to be​ing equal to He Who is Uncreated... From that moment, the fulminated archangel is sacrilege, a murderer and predator.

"He was Lucifer. He considered himself: Light. However, to be the 'bearer of light'
 is not the same as being the Light... It was the delirious pride of wanting to believe himself God, and therefore not subject to the obedience and adoration of God, that fulgurated the rebel.

"From that moment, Satan wanted his own people to op​pose the People of God. And he pursues this end without rest, out of hatred towards God and towards the beings whom God loves as a Father. And he uses his intelligence - retained even after the divine fulguration, a most acute intelligence which was suitable to the prince of the angelic nation – and his power, for this purpose. He spies on every action of man, listening to his every word, drawing from the cognition of every human action and word... from ev​erything, from so many spheres to stir up trouble for you, by cre​ating prodigies apt to seduce and draw you into error.

"Jesus Christ speaks of those prodigies, predict​ing the end times, and putting men on guard against the voices of the false prophets and false christs who will rise and appear here and there
, and who will be none other than the satanic snares and satanic prophets, servants of the prophesied Anti-christ...

"Yes. The torment that Satan gives to the spirits faithful to the Lord is truly astute, tenacious and ferocious...

"God did not violate the free will of man, whereas man violated the rights of God. Neither before nor after the sin did God violate man's freedom to act. He subjected him to a test. Being God, He did not ignore that man would not have overcome it. However it was just, that He subject him to it in order to confirm him in grace - like He had, for the same end, submitted the angels to the test, and confirmed in grace those amongst them who had won the test. And, submitting him to the test, He left him free to act with re​spect to it...."
(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 184-6, 149)
----------

Lucifer, and the Queen of Angels


(Azariah speaks of Mary, our Queen...)

"Queen and Teacher! Of men. But also of angels... Look, listen, and be blessed.

"When Lucifer's sin upset the order of Paradise and swept the less faithful spirits into disorder, a great horror struck all - almost as if something had been lacerated, destroyed, and without hope of seeing it rise again. In reality, that was so. The complete charity - which alone had existed up above beforehand - had been destroyed, and it had collapsed into an abyss from which there emerged the stench of Hell.

"The absolute charity of the angels had been destroyed, and Hatred had arisen. Bewildered - as it is possible to be in Heaven - we, the ones faithful to the Lord, wept over God's pain and his indignation. We wept over the altered peace of Paradise, over the order violated, over the fragility of the spirits. We no longer felt sure about being flawless because we were made of pure spirit. Lucifer, and those like him, had proven to us that even the angel can sin and become a demon. We felt that pride ‑ existing latently ‑ might develop in us. We feared that no one, except for God, could resist it if Lucifer had yielded to it. We trembled at these dark forces which we had thought could not invade us ‑ of whose existence, I might say, we had been ignorant ‑ and which were brutally revealing themselves to us. Discouraged, we wondered, with throbs of light, 'But is being so pure of no use, then? Who, then, can ever give God the love He demands and deserves, if even we are subject to sinning?'

"It was then that, uplifting our contemplation from the abyss and desolation to the Divinity and gazing fixedly at his Splendor - with a fear theretofore unknown - we contemplated the second Revelation of Eternal Thought. And if through the knowledge of the first there came Disorder - created by the proud, who did not want to adore the Divine Word - through knowledge of the second, the peace which had been disturbed returned to us.

"We saw Mary in the eternal Thought. Seeing Her, and possessing that wisdom - which is comfort, security and peace - was one and the same thing. We saluted our future Queen with the song of our Light, and contemplated Her in gratuitous and voluntary perfections. Oh, the beauty of that moment in which, for the comfort of His angels, the Eternal presented [to us] the jewel of His Love and Power! And we saw Her, so humble as to make up - by Herself alone - for all creaturely pride.

"From then on She was our teacher, in not turning gifts into an instrument of ruin. (Not Her corporeal effigy, but) Her spirituality spoke to us wordlessly, and we were preserved from every thought of pride by having contemplated for an instant - in the Thought of God - the Most Humble One. For ages and ages we worked in the sweetness of that radiant revelation. For ages and ages, through eternity, we have rejoiced and [now] rejoice and shall rejoice, in possessing Her whom we contemplated spiritually. The Joy of God is our joy, and we keep ourselves in His Light - so as to be penetrated with it, and to give joy and glory to Him Who created us..."
[Book of Azariah, pp. 280-1 (1993), 291-2 (2007)]

----------
The Value of Suffering

 
(Jesus says:)


"Man has two needs: love and pain. Love, which keeps you from doing evil. Pain, which makes up for evil.

"This is the science to be learned: to know how to love, and to know how to suffer…

"Come back to love, children, and learn how to bear pain… Enter into Me, to enter with Me into Light, to be reborn in Love
, to become familiar with true Knowledge, to obtain Peace and Life. And being Mine, you receive eternity from Me."

 
(Jesus speaks of suffering of another kind, for some souls…)


"When because of your heedlessness, God withdraws - for you have created the night with your human cares - the Soul suffers…


"When on the other hand, God tests a spirit, withdraws from it and allows the night to envelope it, this vigilant spirit then realizes at once that it has been left by its Love. It leaps to its feet to seek Him, and experiences no peace until it has reached Him and clasped Him to its heart…


"Whether you have lost My closeness by your own fault, or by My Will, be capable of imitating the bride in the Song. Rise up without delay; search tirelessly and unhesitatingly, and fearlessly
…

"And you should not even be afraid. When one seeks God, God - even if He is hidden - watches over him. The world thus cannot do any 'real' harm to the seeker of God. Even if it rages with mockery or with persecutions, always consider that these are things of relative duration, whereas the fruit of your bold love never perishes.

"When your loving searches finally grant that you may rejoin the Love of your souls, hug that Love with a stronger and stronger embrace, until it becomes total and indissoluble fusion between yourselves and Him
.

"See, my little bride, when this point is arrived at, Jesus never draws away…But that is still nothing… The present joy is like a drop of honey, compared to the river of sweetness which I shall pour upon you."


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 330, 382-3)
----------

Drawing Good from Everything 

(The Holy Spirit says:)

"...God always draws good from everything.

"He drew good from the Redemption - the measure of the divine Love which is infinite and most perfect – and from the Sin of Adam.

"He drew the confirmation of His infinite power, justice, and goodness from the stubbornness of Pharaoh towards the divine orders that Moses, His servant, passed down to the Egyptian monarch... Pharoah understood - through the plagues which struck Egypt, and the extermination of the first-born and of the Egyptians in the Red Sea
 - that God is the Lord. And the People of God knew it through the prodigies, and were confirmed in its faith in the One God, in their God.

"He drew from the sin of Israel - crucifier of His Word incarnate - the beatific certainty of the Resurrection of the flesh and of the eternal Jerusalem
, where the spirits of the just ascend, and where the flesh of the just will then reunite with their spirits for an eternal life full of joy.

"The Good One draws good things from everything. It was only necessary that man, with his will which has to be good, knows how to draw his good from all that God does. How? By not rebelling, and by not distancing himself from the Father of the Heavens if His hand is burdensome and His chalice bitter.

"You are sinners. All of you. Even the most good ones are imperfect. Jesus was innocent, holy, and perfect. And yet the Father burdened Him with the total load of the sins of men
, so that He could consummate it on Golgotha. And He presented Him with the most bitter chalice
, bitter with all the bitterness and all the repugnances: from the abandon​ment of His Father
, the sorrow of His Mother, the betrayal of His friend and apostle
, the cowardness of the other apostles, the denial of His Cephas
, to the ingratitude of the people. Not one man amongst all men has carried and will carry the load, nor will he drink the chalice that crushed and saddened the Innocent Christ.

"Know, therefore, how to imitate Him - in His perfect good will and in His most holy obedience - in order to draw your good from everything which God permits to befall you, for your own trial and for your own reward."
(...Paul to the Romans, pp. 261-2)
5.  THE HORROR AND HOPE OF THE LAST TIMES
A Message for the Pope

 
(In December 1943 during World War 2, Jesus gave Maria a message for Pope Pius X11: )


"Never as in this moment must I repeat to the one who represents Me, 'Feed my lambs'
.


"Many of them have become wild. But it is not entirely their fault, and for this reason they arouse pity in Me.


"I had entrusted them to the powerful, so that they would take care of them… They have turned them into their slaves who are denied even freedom of thought, and they have shoved them like sheep to the slaughter for the sake of their criminal purposes regarding all Mankind...

"Well then, from the height of the Heavens… I am coming with My Word and My Love to feed the poor of My flock, and I repeat to you, who are My Vicar:

"‘Feed My sheep, by giving them the tireless word and the blessings with which I have filled your innocent hand, which knows no blood except My Blood…


"‘I have placed two rods in your hand, and you are dear to Me because you used the rod of love. But love, which exercises power even on the Power of God, falls like pebbles hurled against rock, when it is directed towards some who resemble men, but are demons with a heart of granite. Strike, then, with the other rod, and may the faithful know that you are not an accomplice to the sins of the great…


"‘Speak, in the name of the Justice you represent. It is time to. And may the masses know that My Doctrine has not changed
 and that there is one Law, there is one God alone, and His first commandment is love
. As in the ages and ages preceding My coming - in which I confirmed the Law - He gives the order not to steal, not to fornicate, not to kill, and not to take the belongings of others
… Say so to the killers at present, who arrogate to themselves the right to kill whole peoples, after having killed in their own peoples: faith in God, honesty of any kind, and love for good…


"‘To speak means "pain" and sometimes "death." But remember Me. I am more precious than "joy" and "life", for I give – to whoever is faithful to Me - a joy and a life which have no end or limit…

"‘Remember John's Apocalypse. Remember the dragon, the Evil One begetting the future Antichrist
. He prepares the former's kingdom not only by unsettling consciences, but by sweeping away a third of the stars in his coils, and turning the stars into mire. This demoniacal vintage will take place in Christ's Court, among the leading figures in his Church, in the light reduced to a bare glimmer, and preserved as the only lamp in the hearts of Christ's faithful. The Light cannot die - as I have promised
 - and the Church, even in periods of horror, will preserve just that amount needed to become radiance again after the trial. [Nevertheless] the idol shepherd shall come, and shall be and shall remain where his masters will.

"‘Let whoever has ears to understand, understand
. For those alive at that time, death will be a blessing.’"

(Notebooks 1943, pp. 557-9)
----------

Other Life in the Universe?

 
(Earlier in the same year, Jesus said to Maria:)


"Maria, now I will take your hand to lead you to the most obscure point in John's book. The annotators of it have exhausted their capacity in many deductions, to explain to themselves and to the multitudes who the 'great Babylon' is
. With a human view - to which the jolts left by desired events or by events taking place were not unconnected - they have given the name of Babylon to many things.


"But how is it that they have never considered that the 'great Babylon' is the whole Earth? I would be a very small and limited God the Creator if I had created only the Earth as an inhabited world! With a beat of My will I have brought forth worlds upon worlds from nothing, and cast them as luminous fine dust into the immensity of the firmament.


"The Earth, about which you are so proud and fierce, is nothing but one of the bits of fine dust rotating in unboundedness, and not the biggest one. It is certainly the most corrupt one, though. Lives upon lives are teeming in the millions of worlds which are the joy of your gaze on peaceful nights, and the perfection of God will appear to you when, with the intellectual sight of your spirits rejoined to God, you are able to see the wonders of those worlds.

"Isn't the Earth really the great harlot that has committed fornication with all the powers of earth and hell? And haven't the Earth's inhabitants prostituted themselves - bodies and souls - just to triumph during the earthly day?

"That is certainly the case. The crimes of the Earth have all the names of blasphemy... The seven sins are like a horrendous ornament on the head of the Beast
, who transports the Earth and those of the earth to the pastures of Evil. And the ten horns, a metaphorical number, serve to demonstrate the limitless acts of wickedness committed just to obtain, at any cost, what his ferocious covetousness wants…

"Peoples, nations, races, boundaries, interests, food, expansions - everything - has been of use to the earth, to fornicate and carry out enormous homicides and betrayals, like that of Judas. Her own children, nourished by her with the blood of sin, will accomplish God's vengeance upon her by destroying her, by destroying themselves, bringing the sum of the crimes against God.
----------

A Preliminary World-wide Judgement?
(Jesus says:)

"All of you would like Me to come and display Myself to terrorize and annihilate the blameworthy. O wretched ones! You don't know what you are asking for!28
"Unfortunately, I will come. I say, 'Unfortunately' because My coming will be one of Judgment, and tremendous judgment. If I were to come to save you, I would not speak like this and would not seek to put off the times of My coming, but, on the contrary, I would anxiously rush to save you still. But My second advent will be an advent of severe, inexorable, general Judgment. And for most of you it will be a judgment of condemnation
.
"You do not know what you are asking for. But even if I showed Myself, where is there in hearts - and especially in those mainly to blame for the present catastrophes - that residue of faith and respect which would make them bend down, with their faces to the ground, to ask Me for mercy and forgiveness? No, sons and daughters who ask the Father for vengeance when He is the Father of forgiveness! Even if My Face flared out in your skies, and if My Voice - which made the worlds - thundered from east to west, things would not change. But a new blasphemous chorus of insults, and a new tumult of affronts, would merely be hurled against My Person.

"I repeat: I could work a miracle, and I would do so if I knew that you would afterwards repent and become better. You, the major wrongdoers, who bring the small ones to despair and ask for vengeance, and you, the minor wrongdoers, who ask for vengeance. But neither you major culprits nor you minor ones would repent, and you would not become better after the miracle. Indeed, in a fury of blameworthy joy, you would trample on the bodies of the punished - at once deserving censure in My sight - and get on top of them so as to oppress, in turn, from that throne founded on a punishment.

"You would like this. For Me to strike in order for you, in turn, to strike. I am God and I see in men's hearts, and I thus do not listen to you in this regard. I don't want you all to be damned. Those mainly to blame are already judged. But I am attempting to save you. And this hour, for you, is the sieve of salvation. Those who already have the devil's darnel in them will fall into the power of the Prince of the devils, whereas those who have in their hearts the wheat, germinating the eternal Bread, will spring up into eternal life in Me."

(Notebooks 1943, pp. 56-7)
"Go ahead and reject the signs I send you from Heaven, and laugh at the celestial warnings. Go ahead and believe everything is licit for you. When you least expect, I will have you experience a sign before which you shall plummet in terror, and the wrath you now unleash against the defenceless239 will be flung back upon you.

"I am that sign. At my appearance, not on earth - the time has not yet come - but spiritually, to the children of wrath and to the father of extermination, your arms and his shall fall like dust when the wind dies down. And if prayers had risen from the earth instead of curses, that appearance of Mine would already have occurred, and you would now be liberated from your terrors, you unfortunates who tremble and are unable to come to the one who loves you.

"It is I who overcome. It is I who know. And it is a great affliction for Me to see you running here and there like frightened sheep, following the most foolish advice, obeying those who are wicked, in addition to being foolish. I would like to die a second time, just to open the eyes of your souls and make you that holy, great, and glorious people that God had proposed to make when He created the first Parent. I would like to create you a second time, just to be able not to see you so far removed from My Thought. But what is, is.


(Notebooks 1943, pp. 462-3)
(These early suggestions of a preliminary judgement, indicated by Jesus and recorded by Maria in her 1943 Notebooks, are followed by a much clearer prophesy, reported by Maria on 19th November 1945 – after the end of World War 2. The apostle John is asked by a sorrowful Andrew if he knows why Jesus, at times, exposes Himself to trouble and danger. John replies:)


« Yes. I asked Him also recently. He always replied: "Because I must. I must act as if the whole world were of ignorant but good people. I teach everybody the same doctrine, and thus the children of Truth will be separated from those of Falsehood". He also said to me: "See, John? This is like a first judgement, not a universal or collective one, but a single judgement. According to their action of faith, charity and justice, lambs will be separated from kids. And that will last also afterwards, when I shall no longer be here, but there will be My Church, for ever and ever, until the end of the world.
The first judgement of the mass of human people will take place in the world, where men act freely, in front of Good and Evil, Truth and Falsehood. [Just] as the first judgement took place in the Earthly Paradise
, in front of the tree of Good and Evil, infringed by those who disobeyed God. (My bolding). Then at the death of each individual, the judgement already written in the book of human actions by a faultless Mind will be ratified.
The Great, the Terrible Judgement will be the last one
, when the mass of men will be judged again. From Adam to the last man. They will be judged for what they freely wanted for themselves on the earth. [Then some may shout]: 'Your Word is the culprit because He did not want to teach us'… But they will say so, lying once more. And they will therefore be judged". »

(See also The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 3, Chapter 333, p. 315)
----------

The Early Signs, the Sequence, and Mercy for Believers

(Jesus says:)

"Famine and the mortality of epidemics shall be among the precursory signs of my second coming. Punishments - created to punish you and call you back to God with their painful power - shall effect one of the selections between the children of God and of Satan.

"Famine - by plundering and accursed wars, the ferocity of power, and the pride of demons in the guise of men – [will be] produced by the arresting, through God's will, of the cosmic laws, whereby the cold shall be harsh and protracted; whereby heat shall be seething and not mitigated by rains; whereby the seasons shall be reversed and you shall have drought in the rainy seasons and rains in the time of the ripening of the harvests; and whereby, deceived by sudden warmth or unaccustomed freshness, plants shall bloom out of season, and, after having already generated, the trees shall be covered with new, useless flowers. Remember this, O men, hunger shall cruelly torment this arrogant race hostile to God.

"The animals - deprived of hay and fodder, of grains and seeds - shall die of hunger, and because of man's hunger, will be destroyed without giving them time to procreate. Birds of the sky, fish of the waters, herds and flocks shall be attacked on all sides to give your bellies the food which the earth shall not produce for you any longer, except meagerly.

"The forms of mortality - created by wars and pestilences, by earthquakes and storms - shall hurl into the next life the good and the wicked. The former, for your punishment, for, deprived of the best, you shall grow worse and worse; the latter, for their punishment, for they shall have hell as their dwelling before the anticipated hour..."


(Notebooks 1943, p. 432)

(Jesus says:)

"...We are now in the period I call 'of the forerunners of the Antichrist'. Then the period of the Antichrist, who is the forerunner of Satan, will come. He will be helped by the manifestations of Satan: the two beasts named in the Apocalypse. It will be a time worse than the current one. Evil is constantly increasing. Once the Antichrist is defeated, the period of peace will come to give men, struck by amazement at the seven plagues and the fall of BabyIon, time to gather under my sign. The anti-Christian epoch will rise to the maximum power in its third manifestation - that is, when the last coming of Satan takes place...
"Later, the Kingdom without confines - either on earth or in time - will come. The eternal Kingdom will make you eternal inhabitants of Heaven, for, as is natural, I speak to those who are My subjects and not to the reprobates, who already have their horrendous king: Satan.
"Your God will work all prodigies to attract the greatest number of the living to Himself, for I am a God of Mercy, Forgiveness, and such infinite Love that no matter how much you may study and comprehend its measure, you cannot do so. What you think is the infinity of My love for you is like a tiny pebble on the bank of a stream, compared to a whole mountain range whose bases divide continents and whose peaks wrap themselves in the clouds.

"But do you think that so many prodigies of Love, and so many lights of the Spirit, will convert men to their Eternal God? Don't fool yourself. If towards poor animals devoid of reason I were to use the care I will use with you for the needs of your bodies - this care alone - those animals, with their unformed languages, would praise Me from dawn to dusk. And if they knew where to find Me, they would set out from all over the globe to come and give thanks for their beneficent Protector. But men will not.

"Nearly all of them are totally deaf to spiritual voices and gifts, and almost completely deaf to bodily gifts. Instead of recognizing My Goodness and loving Me out of gratitude, they will take advantage of the well-being which I will give them, to sink lower and lower into the a abyss they are pleased with. There they wallow, like filthy beasts in a swamp, and the things which seduce nine-tenths of mankind await them..."

(Notebooks 1943, pp. 273, 312-3)

----------

 (To be continued in Supplement to Bulletin # 62)
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