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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN # 45

SOME PASSAGES DESCRIBING THE PRELUDE AND THE AFTERMATH OF JESUS’ PASSION
JESUS AND MARY BOTH SUFFERED
(Shortly before His Passion and Death, a very distressed Jesus confides in His good friend Lazarus, concerning what immediately awaits Him…)
« …My suffering… is so monstrous, that I long for nothing but to see everything accomplished. My strength is failing Me… The cross will not be so heavy as this torture of the spirit and of feelings… »

« The cross?! No! Oh! no! It is too atrocious! It is too disgraceful! No! » Lazarus, who for some time has been holding Jesus' cold hands in his own, standing in front of his Master, releases them and collapses on the nearby stone seat, and he covers his face with his hands, weeping desolately.

Jesus approaches him, lays a hand on the shoulders shaken by sobs, and says: « What? Am I, Who am about to die, to comfort you, who are alive? My friend, I am in need of strength and help. And I am asking them of you. I have but you who can give these to Me. It is better if the others do riot know. Because if they knew… Blood would be shed. And I do not want lambs to become wolves, not even for the sake of the Innocent.

My Mother… oh! how heart-rending it is to speak of Her!… Mother is already so distressed! She also is dying, exhausted… She has been dying for thirty-three years, and She is now one big sore, like the victim of an atrocious torture. I swear to you that there has been a struggle between My mind and My heart, between love and reason, to decide whether it would be just, to send Her away, to send Her back to Her house, where She always dreams of the Love that made Her Mother, where She enjoys the savour of Love's kiss of fire, In the ecstasy of that remembrance, and with the eyes of Her soul, She always sees the air breathe gently, stirred by an angelical flash. The news of My Death will reach Galilee almost at the moment when I will be able to say to Her: "Mother, I am the Conqueror!". But I cannot, no, I cannot do that. Poor Jesus, laden with the sins of the world, needs consolation. And Mother will give it to Me.

The even poorer world needs two Victims. Because man sinned with woman; and the Woman must redeem, as the Man redeems. But until the hour is struck, I will smile at My Mother reassuringly… She trembles… I know. She perceives that the Torture is approaching. I know. And She repels it through natural disgust and holy love, as I repel Death because I am a "living being" who must die. But it would be dreadful if She knew that in five days' time… She would die before that hour, and I want Her to be alive to get strength from Her lips, as I received life from Her womb. And God wants Her to be on My Calvary, to mix the water of Her virginal tears with the wine of My divine Blood, and celebrate the first Mass. Do you know what Mass will be? You do not know. You cannot know. It will be My death applied for ever to the living or suffering mankind.

Do not weep, Lazarus. She is strong. She does not weep. She has wept throughout Her life of a Mother. She no longer weeps now… Have you noticed what Her face has become like these last days? She crucified Her smile on Her face to comfort Me. I ask you to imitate My Mother… »  (The Poem, Vol. 5, pp. 375-6)

MORE “SUNDAY GOSPELS” INSIGHTS
Here follows a compilation of transcript extracts from the audio 4xCD (MP3) series on the “Sunday Gospels”, for the second three months of liturgical year C – from the 1st Sunday of Lent to Pentecost Sunday. These are “add-on” readings, giving further insights into these Gospels.

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Jesus’ temptation in the desert

 [Lk. 4:1-13 – See The Poem Vol. 1, pp. 247-51]

(Jesus speaks of a temptation not in the Gospels:)


"…I prepared Myself with penance and prayer. I completed my preparation with victory over Satan. Oh, he clearly felt that the Victor had arisen, on seeing Me steadfast before the seduction of impurity, and strong in the face of hunger, pride, and avarice!


But I want you to contemplate Me in the part you deem inappropriate, and compare the Pure Jesus to the Pure Couple of the First Parents…


"Why did Satan begin his Temptation with Impurity? Because this sin is the most widespread one. It is in every place and in every part of the world, at all social levels, and, unfortunately, in all conditions. It has many names. It is sometimes even covered with legitimacy. But it sullies legitimate marriage beds as well as the beds of prostitutes, and I will not speak about other considerations… Satan believed that with that means alone, he would be able to shatter the thought of redemption forever, by corrupting the irreplaceable Redeemer. Finally, he needed to make sure whether I was the Redeemer. 


"He had gotten a hunch that I was now in the world. He was looking for Me… The manifestation at the Jordan had shaken him. But dread of Me made him hesitate…


"My steadfast bearing… told him who I was. Convinced about my nature, he persisted. In his first temptation the other three were already concealed, especially the last one. My eyes chilled him. My silence exasperated him. My serenity bewildered him. He felt up against a force which was impossible to bend. He sensed that the Pure One could only be nauseated at the dishonest fruit he was offering…


"Tempted in all things, by everyone, I remained without sin. The Eternal High Priest, by my own will, I kept Myself innocent and immaculate… to serve the spirit alone…


"What is there in Me that you do not have? And what did I do that you cannot do? I am speaking of sanctifying oneself to become perfect, as our Father in Heaven is perfect…"  (Notebooks 1945-50, pp. 367-71)
----------


(Jesus emphasizes the vital importance of our Guardian Angels, in times of temptation…)


"…They exist. And they are devoted, active, and wise: in loving, helping, guiding, and instructing your souls. The good companion never neglects his task, not even when man sins and provokes repugnance. But when man also lives in the grace of the Lord, employing this grace and serving with all his strength, then - just as is stated regarding Me after the temptation in the desert - 'the angels serve him.' Do you think that my Guardian Angel failed to fight along with Me against Satan in that hour? He truly fought! And when the victory had been won, he called his brothers to sustain the strength of the Victorious One…"


(N’books 1945-50, p. 447)
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

The Transfiguration

 [Lk. 9:28-36 – See Vol. 3, pp. 407-10]

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

A reprieve for the fig-tree

 [Lk. 13:1-9 - Vol. 3, pp. 43-4, 343-4]

 (Jesus speaks to a grieving Maria, just after the death of her mother…)


"There is a parable of mine which I present to you in this hour. It is that of the sterile fig tree. Do not weep. You already know who I want to refer to. Do not weep.


"With your mother, I used the same care as would a vine-keeper for the sluggish plant. Praise Me for that, Maria, for I used infinite mercy towards the soul that was so dear to you.

180 See note 177.


"Her hour of judgment was long before now. I came twice, over the course of these years of pain of yours, to observe this spiritual plant, which not even your praying led to produce fruit of eternal life. Both times the scythe was already in my Hand - to knock down that life, which resisted the invitations of Grace. And both times I held back the blow, to provide the occasion for that soul not to come to Me naked, as regards good works performed with her soul reconciled with Me.


"I am the merciful Jesus. I had mercy on her, and on you who were eating your heart out over her.


"I prepared the means for a final work. I sent a Servant181 of mine to accomplish the mystical fertilization of that soul: through the Sacrament - or, rather, the Sacraments - in which my Blood flows and my Flesh becomes food, to give salvation, forgiveness, and eternal life.


"I did everything that could be done, to enable that element to work the miracle of adorning that spirit - on the verge of presenting itself to Me - with fruits. And you helped Me.


"I took her now, because she could not yield more. If I had left her longer, the gust of human sentiment, with the heat of its resentments and forms of selfishness, would have burned the fruits provoked by my love and yours.

"She did not say 'thank you' to you. But I say it for her. And now she is already saying it to you. For my Light has illuminated horizons for her which her humanity had concealed from her.


"Daughter, don't cry. The rest will come later. Go on praying and suffering for her. And hope in Me…"

(N’books 1943, pp. 352-3) (Maria had three very informative conversations, three years later, with her mother in Purgatory. See N’books 1945-50, pp. 29, 257-9 and 540-2)

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The prodigal son

 [Lk. 15:1-3, 11-32 – See Vol. 2, pp. 339-43]

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The Adulterous woman

 [Jn. 8:1-11 - Vol. 4, pp. 502-4]


(Jesus asks us to be gentle with those who are being punished for their sins…)


« …Who is without sin? If, on the wall of the room wherein the thoughts of man germinate - that is, on man's forehead - God's finger should write words describing one as one was, is, or will be, very few would bear the word: "Innocent" written in bright letters. The other foreheads would bear the words: "Adulterers", "Murderers", "Thieves", "Killers", in letters: as green as envy, as black as treason, or as red as crime.


So, without being proud, be merciful to your brothers, who from a human point of view have been less fortunate than you are. They are now on galleys, expiating what you do not expiate, although guilty of the same crime. Your humility will improve, by being merciful, and expiating… »
(Vol. 2, p. 762)
PASSION SUNDAY

(Disk “D” of the “Sunday Gospels” 4xCD set contains more than four hours of recordings, on 27 tracks, covering Jesus’ Passion and Death. These expand on verses from the four Gospels, and draw from some 150 pages in Volume 5 of The Poem.)

EASTER  SUNDAY

The discovery of Jesus’ empty tomb

 [Jn. 20:1-9 – See Vol. 5, pp. 705-9, 900, 903-4]


(Jesus has a message, through Maria Valtorta, for those who doubt the Holy Shroud’s authenticity:)


"You have seen the wreath of bruises around my kidneys. The proof of my suffering is the Turin Shroud. Your scientists ‑ to offer proof for their incredulity regarding the Shroud ‑ explain the manner in which blood, sweat from the corpse, and an overstrained body - being mixed with the aromas - were able to produce that natural painting of my lifeless, tortured Body…


"The fierce wounds to my kidneys were the most powerful chemical agent in the miracle of the Turin Shroud. My kidneys - nearly shattered by the scourges - were no longer able to function. Like those of people burned in a blaze, they were unable to filter. And the urea - accumulated and spread throughout my blood and my body - caused the sufferings of uremic intoxication, and of the reagent transuding from my corpse, which fixed the impression upon the cloth. Whoever among you is a doctor, or whoever among you is ill with uremia, can grasp the sufferings which the uremic toxins must have caused Me. They were so abundant, as to leave an indelible imprint…"

----------


"After death, when the agony had ceased and fluids had been partially emptied out - both naturally and from the lance thrust - my face suddenly thinned. …My Mother's tears also served to restore a more habitual appearance to my face.


"But on the Turin Shroud, the face of someone dead for several hours appears. The usual process of edema had already begun, all the more intense in someone killed with torture like me. It is the transudates spreading from the serous membranes, which make you say that a dead person looks the way he did when alive. It is the great pacification, which death extends over even the most tortured faces.


"In addition, consider that the image appears on a cloth, and is fixed upon it through a process of natural aromas and salts. 574 There follows a text concerning the episode of "Jesus' Weeping over Jerusalem," which has been included in the Passion cycle.

You know that any stain on a cloth appears prone to expand. But in reality, the features of my face on the morning of the Resurrection ‑ that is, when I ceased to be covered by the Turin Shroud ‑ were swollen in this way.


"Life returned to the Living One. But during those forty hours I was quite dead, and in no way different from every man who is a prey to death. I did not decompose, because of the swift Resurrection. But my body was subject to the rules common to dead bodies, especially those dying of innumerable wounds. I, as Victim, wanted to annihilate Myself in this respect, too. All decomposition begins with swelling. Let this be directed to all who still have doubts about the truth of my death."  (N’books 1944, pp. 161-2, 482-4)

THE SECOND  SUNDAY OF EASTER

Jesus appears to the apostles,

and to a doubting Thomas

 [Jn. 20:19-31 – See Vol. 5, pp. 739-47, 749-51, 753-6]

THE THIRD  SUNDAY OF EASTER

Jesus appears to the apostles on the lake

 [Jn. 21:1-19 – See Vol. 5, pp. 823-9]


(Later, after Pentecost, Peter is reminiscing with John about this encounter with Jesus. He says:)


« …On the shore of the lake, three times He ordered me to pasture His sheep and His lambs, and He prophesied that only when I am old, I will be tied and led to confess the Christ with my blood and my life…


With me the others, apostles and disciples, have equally decided. We will scatter. Some will go to Samaria, some towards the great sea, and some towards Phoenicia, pushing on and on: to Syria, to the islands, to Greece, to the Roman Empire. If in these places here, darnel and Judaean poison make the fields and the vineyards of the Lord sterile, let us go elsewhere and sow other seeds in other fields and vineyards, so that there may be not only a harvest, but it may be a rich one. If in these places here, the hatred of the Jews poisons the waters and infects them - so that I (a fisher of souls) and my brothers cannot catch souls for the Lord - let us go to other waters… »
(Vol. 5, pp. 921-2)
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

My sheep hear My voice

 [Jn. 10:27-30 – See Vol. 4, pp. 800-02]

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

A new commandment: “Love Me as I have loved you”

 [Jn. 13:31-5 – See Vol. 5, pp. 508-9]

(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"From the cradle to the cross, from Bethlehem to the Mount of Olives I loved you.


"The cold and poverty of my first night in the world did not keep Me from loving you with my spirit. And, annihilating Myself - as the Word - to the point of not being able to say, 'I love you,' I said those words to you with my spirit, inseparable from that of the Father, and working with it with inexhaustible activity.


"My last night’s agony on earth did not keep Me from loving you. On the contrary, it reached the highest peaks of love. On the contrary, it burned in the most intense fire. On the contrary ‑ along with repugnance at sin and the pain of abandonment by the Father ‑ it consumed all that was not love to the point of squeezing the blood out of my veins. "What greater love is there…?"  (N’books 1944, p. 367)
----------


(Jesus speaks of a complementary form of love …)


"…Consecrated souls that live in the world are again needed, as in the early times of my Church, to perfume the world with Me. They summarize the active and contemplative life in themselves - in a single word: 'Victims'…


"But I have only the Victims who are capable of imitating Me in sacrifice, which is the highest form of love.


"What did I say? 'By this they will know whether you are my disciples: if you love one another… There is no greater love than that of the one who gives his life for his friends'.


"The victims have taken love to such a high level, that it has a form similar to mine. The victims give themselves for Me because I am in souls. And whoever saves a soul, saves Me in that soul. Therefore, there is no greater love for Me than that of immolating oneself: for Me, your Friend; and for the poor sinful souls that are our impoverished friends. I say, 'ours', because where there is a soul in love, God is also with her, and there are thus two of us…"
(N’books 1943, p. 91)

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Keep My word”; The Holy Spirit will help

 [Jn. 14:23-9 – See Vol. 5, pp. 512-3]


(In an earlier dictation, Jesus says to Maria:)


«…Did I not say: "If anyone loves Me he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and we shall come to him and make Our home with him"? The soul in grace possesses love, and by possessing love it possesses God. That is: the Father Who preserves it, the Son Who teaches it, the Spirit Who illuminates it. It therefore possesses Knowledge, Science, Wisdom, Light.


Consider what sublime conversations your soul could hold with you. Such conversations filled the silence of prisons, the silence of cells, the silence of hermitages, and the silence of the rooms of holy sick people. Such conversations were the consolation of prisoners awaiting martyrdom, of cloistered monks and nuns searching for the Truth, of hermits longing for an advanced knowledge of God, and of sick people in bearing, nay, in loving their crosses.


If you knew how to question your soul, you would be told that the true, extensive meaning - as comprehensive as creation itself - of the words "that he might rule" is this: "That man might dominate everything, that is: his three states. The lower state - the animal one. The middle state - the moral one. The superior state - the spiritual one. And all three of them are to be directed to one sole aim: to possess God". To possess Him by deserving Him through a strict control which subdues all the power of one's ego and conveys it to one, only purpose: to deserve to possess God… »  (Vol. 1, pp. 82-3)
----------


(Jesus says:)


"…I take up my dwelling - and with Me, the Father and the Spirit, for we are one single reality - in the hearts of those who love Me. And my word is no longer a whisper, but a full Voice, no longer isolated, but continuous…"
 (N’books 1943, p. 249)

----------
(Azariah, Maria’s Guardian Angel, says:)

"…To have God, Peace in you! If we angels consider what it is to see God, we can well understand what it must be for you to have God, the Peaceful One, in you…


"Oh, soul of mine! Peace, peace, always peace in you. For you are in the tabernacle, under God's tent. Do not go out of it…"  (Azariah, p. 177)
THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

Jesus’ last words – and His Ascension

 [Lk. 24:46-53 – See Vol. 5, pp 869-72, 877-8]


(Early in the morning of Jesus’ Ascension. Jesus gives some last instructions to His apostles:)

« …Do you remember My words of the Last Supper? I promised you the Holy Spirit. Well, He is about to come to baptise you. Not with water, as John did with you, preparing you for Me. But with fire to prepare you to serve the Lord, as He wants you to do. So he will be here, within a few days. And after His coming, your capabilities will increase immeasurably. You will be able to understand the words of your King, and do the deeds that He told you to do, to spread His Kingdom all over the Earth… »  (Vol. 5, p. 871)

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit

 [Jn. 14:15-16, 23-6 – See Vol. 5, pp. 511-2, 871]


(The Spirit of God says:)


"…I am the Sanctifier, who, with his seven-fold gift, sanctifies you and bears you to God, making Him known to you: in his will on Earth, and in his glory in Heaven…


"I am the One who: 29 John 16:13.

not absent with my counsel from the Creator's works; not absent from the decree of Redemption; am not absent from you, either, to counsel you, and, with the sweetness of love, make the wishes which the Father proposes to you a fait accompli.


"I am even more. I am the Love inspiring you with what is suitable: for giving you God's embrace; and for bearing you to his breast along the path of holiness.


"Like a merciful wet nurse, I clutch your incapacity - like those just born to Life - and I educate and raise you. Holding you in my arms, I give you warmth to bring you to assimilate the most sweet milk of the Word of God so that it will become life in you.


"I make Myself a shield for you, against the dangers of the world and of Satan, because Love is a saving power.


"I guide and support you, and as a master of loving patience, I instruct you. I make you ‑ who are burdensome and sluggish, faint‑hearted and weak ‑ into heroes and athletes of God.


"I make you ‑ who are spiritually poor ‑ into kings of the spirit. For I cover your spirits with my divine splendors, and I set them on a throne which is the greatest of all, since mine is the throne of eternal holiness…


"Do you want to know the Truth? Oh, come to Me! I alone can tell it to you. And I tell it to you in the way that my goodness knows to be appropriate for you…

"Turn to Me. You will know, and understand, and be saved. For you will encounter the Truth.


"Separate, separate yourselves from error, which gives you no joy or peace.


"Bend your knee before the true God... Ask Us ‑ Power, Word, and Wisdom ‑ for light, so that you will not walk… along false paths of death, but you will be able… - you who are wandering - to come onto the way along which salvation was found by those who - through their humble, wise, and holy faith - pleased God, who made them his saints."
(N’books 1944, pp. 45-8)
----------


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


"…Jesus is in your heart. And those who have Jesus in their hearts also have the Holy Spirit. For where I am, the Spirit of Love is. And it is sweet for Me to stay where the Spirit is ‑ the Spirit who proceeds from the Father and from Me, and who is our Essence…"  (N’books 1945-50, p. 453)
----------


(And finally, Azariah says:)

"After the darkness comes the light. Always. In the creation of the world. In the birth of the day after the night. In the succession of epochs and eras…

"Light seems to grow dark and Death come. Corruption spreads and overflows with its burdensome waves. Fear not. It's what's needed: to rouse the drowsy, and make them desirous of voices from on high. Struggle is useful to keep the athlete strong. The nausea of corruption prompts the desire for what is pure. Darkness spurs people to seek the light. Materialism - when pushed to fearful limits - generates a stimulus towards spirituality.

"Humanity - seized like a ball by Satan because it had fallen asleep in the mist of epochs without religious struggles… - will rebound towards the heights. The era of the spirit will come, after this time of materialism. The era of the Light will return after the current obscurity. The era of Life will succeed the almost mortal agony. The era of God will arise to be a force in the final struggle. And the era of God will reign over that of Satan.

"On your feet, 0 Christians, in the fullness of your charity: for God, for the Church, for your neighbor, for yourselves. God the Father sent you his Son - and your Brother - through the Mother, so that He would be your Master and Redeemer and you would be children of God. And since you are children, God has infused the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, and through you, He cries out, 'Abba! Father!'

"Man - even the most perfect man - would never be able to pray with that loving violence which obtains miracles, all miracles. And so it is, then, that the Spirit of God prays in you, and through you, to obtain: what is useful and necessary for you; and what, as holy, is suitable for sanctifying you. It is always the Spirit of God - enclosed in the hearts of the faithful - that asks and cries out with ineffable moans: 'Abba! Father!'

"And He says it through you. What, then, are you afraid of: if you can call God 'Father'?; if the Spirit of God Himself says it through you, thus confessing that you may call yourselves children of the Father, children of God?; if the Spirit Himself - whom God loves infinitely, for He is God - prays and calls out through you? “Courage, then, and do not be afraid of the things that pass…”  (Azariah, pp. 304-5)
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