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PART  ONE





“LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF…”:  JESUS, JOHN, AND JUDAS





A series recently shown on Australian television has explored the possibility of life in a seemingly boundless universe. On August 22nd, 1943, Jesus said: “…I would be a very small and limited God the Creator if I had created only the Earth as an inhabited world! With a beat of my will I have brought forth worlds upon worlds from nothing and cast them as luminous fine dust into the immensity of the firmament. The Earth, about which you are so proud and fierce, is nothing but one of the bits of fine dust rotating in unboundedness, and not the biggest one. It is certainly the most corrupt one…”�


Within this most corrupt world, of all the souls whom Jesus loved and lost, the most corrupt was Judas Iscariot�, a man offered all the gifts and love which Jesus could muster. But like all of us here, Judas had free will, which God never violates. This story - drawn from Volumes 2, 3 and 5 of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God - and from Maria’s 1945-50 Notebooks, gives glimpses of Judas’ descent. Jesus speaks of Peter and Judas: “…Peter is destined for a part, and Judas is the canvas on which he must weave his part, or, if you prefer so, Judas is the school where Peter will learn more than with anyone else…”� Jesus’ love of Judas, which cost Him so greatly, is a lesson and an example for us all.


																																					





�
JUDAS ISCARIOT’S “CURIOSITY”





	(Judas has been urging Jesus to stop at a cave in Endor, to visit the site of Saul’s experience with the occult�. Leaving the cave with the apostles after the visit, Jesus asks Judas what he wants to know…)


« Well… I would like to know whether and why Saul sinned coming here… I would like to know whether it is possible for a woman to evoke the dead. I would like to know whether… Oh! It is better if You speak. I will ask You questions. »


« It's a long story. At least let us go out there, in the sunshine, on the stones… We will get away from the dampness and the stench » begs Peter.


And Jesus agrees. They sit as best they can on the ruins of the walls.


Jesus says: « Saul's sin was only one of his sins… All of them grave. He showed double ingratitude towards Samuel who had anointed him king, and who subsequently disappeared so as not to share with the king the admiration of the people. He was several times ungrateful to David, who saved him from Goliath and spared him in the caves at Engedi� and Hachilah�. He was guilty of many acts of disobedience, and of scandalising his people… He was guilty of jealousy and of making attempt on David's life... And he was guilty of the crime he committed here. »


« Against whom? He did not kill anyone here. »


« He killed his soul in here, he finished killing it. Why are you lowering your head? »


« I am thinking, Master. »


�	« You are thinking. I can see that. What are you thinking of? Why did you want to come? You must admit it was not out of mere curiosity of a scholar. »


« We always hear someone talk of magicians, necromancers, evoked spirits… I wanted to see whether I could discover anything… I would like to know how it is done… I think that since we are destined to amaze people in order to attract them, we should be, somehow, necromancers, too. You are You, and You do things by means of Your power. But we must ask for power, for help, in order to perform exceptional deeds, which are necessary… »


« Are you mad? What are you saying? » shout many.


« Be quiet. Let him speak. He is not mad. »


« Yes, I thought that by coming here, a little of the magic of bygone days would assume possession of me, and make me greater. In Your interest, believe me. »


« I know that your present desire is a sincere one. But I will reply to you with eternal words… It is written: "And Eve, seeing that the fruit of the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, took it and ate it, and gave some to her husband… Then their eyes were opened, they realised that they were naked, and they made themselves loin-cloths… And God said: 'How did you realise that you were naked? Only because you ate of the forbidden fruit'. And He expelled them from the garden of delights"�.


In the book of Saul, it is written: "Samuel, appearing, said: 'Why have you disturbed me, conjuring me up? Why do you consult me when the Lord has abandoned you? The Lord will deal with you as I told you… because you did not obey the voice of the Lord' "�. Son, do not stretch your hand towards the forbidden fruit. It is imprudent even to go near it. Do not be curious to know ultramundane things, lest its satanic poison should conquer you. Avoid the occult, and what cannot be explained. One thing only is to be accepted with holy faith: God. But avoid what is not God, and what cannot be explained by man's reason or cannot be done by man's power. In this way, the sources of wickedness may not be opened for you, [making you] realise that you are "naked". Naked: repellent in your humanity mixed with satanism.


Why do you wish to amaze people by means of obscure prodigies? Amaze them through your holiness, which should be as bright as things coming from God. Do not be anxious to rend the veils which separate the living from the dead. Do not disturb the deceased. Listen to them, if they are wise, while they are on the earth. Venerate them by obeying them also after their death. But do not upset their second life. Whoever does not obey the voice of the Lord, loses the Lord. And the Lord has forbidden occultism, necromancy, satanism in all its forms�.


What more do you wish to know, than the Word already tells you? What more do you wish to perform, than your goodness and My power enable you to perform? Do not crave for sin, but for holiness, son. Do not feel mortified. I am glad that you disclose your humanity. Many people, too many, like what you like.


The purpose of your desire: "to be powerful to attract people to Me" removes a heavy weight from that humanity and puts wings on it. But they are the wings of a night bird. No, My dear Judas. Put wings as bright as the sun, wings of an angel, on your spirit. By the simple breeze caused by flapping them, you will attract hearts, and you will lead them - in your wake - to God. Can we go? »


« Yes, Master! I was wrong… »


« No. You have been an inquirer… The world will always be full of them. Come. Let us get away from the stench of this place…  »  (Vol. 2, p. 247-9)


----------


	(Prior to visiting Endor, Judas had shown signs of great improvement in his earlier attitude and behaviour. Afterwards, however, he found excuses to visit some old friends and haunts in Jerusalem. Missing during the Feast of Passover, he was discovered by Jesus and the other apostles acting ostentatiously and telling lies to cover his absence. Later on in the Mount of Olives, without Judas, Andrew remarks:)


« What is the matter with Judas, Master? We do not understand him any more… He seemed so changed, but now … »


[An angry Simon Peter replies:] « Be quiet, brother. I have the key to the mystery! A little bit of Beelzebub has stuck to him. He went to look for it in the cave at Endor to astonish us… and he was served as he deserved! … »


(Vol. 2, p. 325)


										





JOHN AND JUDAS





	(John and Jesus are alone, sharing quality time. But John is troubled about Judas. Jesus says:)


« …You know that I am Mercy and I will not humble Judas. So you may speak without scruple. You are not a spy. You are a son who with loving anxiety confides to his father the evil discovered in a brother so that the father may cure him. Come on...  »


John heaves a long sigh, then lowers his head further, letting it slide on to Jesus' chest, and says: « How grievous it is to speak of putrid things!... Lord... Judas is lewd... and tempts me to commit obscene things. I do not mind if he derides me. But it grieves me that he should come to You, filthy with his love affairs. Since he came, he has tempted me several times. When we happen to be alone - and he takes advantage of every opportunity - he does nothing but speak of women... and I am as disgusted with it as if I were immersed in some fetid matter that threatened to enter my mouth...  »


« Are you deeply upset by that? »


« Upset? My soul shudders. Reason cries against such temptations... I do not want to be corrupted... »


« How does your body react? »


« It shrivels with disgust. »


« Nothing else? »


« No, Master, and I weep because I think that Judas could not cause a graver offence to a man who has consecrated his life to God. Tell me: will that be detrimental to my offering? »


« No. Not more than a handful of mud thrown against a diamond plaque… A cup of clean water poured over it is enough to clean it. And it becomes more beautiful than before… What else does Judas do? »


« Lord, he... Oh! Lord! » John's head slides lower.


« What? »


« He... It is the money of the poor that he steals, to be praised for being generous, which is not true… [He said] to me, " I am far-sighted and I have two purses. Someone told the Master and He ordered me to hand everything over, and He was so authoritative that I was compelled to do so". But it is not true, Lord, that he does so because he is provident. He does that to have money for himself. I could bear witness to that and I am almost certain that I would be telling the truth. »


« Almost certain! That uncertainty is indeed a slight fault. You cannot accuse him of being a thief, if you are not absolutely certain. The actions of men at times appear to be faulty, whereas they are good. »


« That is true, Master. I will not accuse him any more, not even in my own mind… »


« You are right. What else have you to tell Me? »


John raises his frightened face, opens his mouth to speak, then closes it and falls on his knees hiding his face in the tunic of Jesus, Who lays a hand on his head.


« So, speak up! You may have misjudged things. I will help you to consider them properly. Tell Me what you think of the probable causes of Judas' sinning. »


« Lord, Judas feels that he does not have the strength he would like to have to work miracles... You are aware that it has always been his ambition... Do You remember Endor? Instead... he is the one who works fewer miracles. Since he came back, he has not been able to do anything... and during the night he moans in his dreams, as if they were nightmares and... Master! »


« Come on. Tell Me, everything. »


« And he curses... and practises witchcraft. This is not a lie and there is no doubt about it. I saw him myself. He chooses me as his companion, because I sleep soundly. Nay, because I used to sleep soundly. Now, I must admit it, I watch him and my sleep is not so sound, because I hear him as soon as he moves... Perhaps I did the wrong thing. But I pretended to be asleep to see what he was doing. And twice I have heard and seen him do horrible things. I am not expert in sorcery, but that is what it is.  »


« Does he do that by himself? »


« Sometimes he does, sometimes he does not. I followed him at Tiberias. He went into a house. I inquired later who lives there. It is a man who practises sorcery with other people. And when Judas came out, almost at daybreak, I gathered from the words they spoke that they are familiar with one another and they are many... and not all strangers. He asks the demon to give him the Power that You do not give him. That is why I renounce my part so that the Father may give it to him and he may sin no more. »


« You ought to give him your soul. But neither the Father nor I would allow that...  »


There is a long silence. Then Jesus says with a tired voice: « Let us go, John. Let us go downstairs. We will rest until dawn. »


« You look more depressed than before, Lord! I should not have told You! »


« No. I already knew. But you have taken a load off your chest... and that is what matters. »


« Lord, must I avoid him? »


« No. Do not be afraid. Satan can do no harm to people like John. He terrorises them, but he cannot take away the grace that God continuously grants them...  »


	(Vol. 3, p. 462-4)


										





SATAN’S WONDERS





	(A little later, some disciples and apostles are uncomfortable with Judas’ behaviour. Jesus says:)


« I solemnly tell you that it is easier for a boy, for a common believer to be saved, than it is for one elevated to a special task or mission. Generally the pride of their vocation overwhelms those who are called to a special destiny, and such pride opens the door to Satan and rejects God… The good I give will bear much good if it falls on humble ground, which will remain humble. But if it falls on proud ground or which becomes proud because of the gift received, then the good turns into evil…


Judas was granted to be an apostle: one of the twelve apostles among the thousands of men in Israel. It was to be his sanctification. But what will it be?... My friends, man is the eternal Adam... Adam had everything. Everything except one thing. He wanted that one. And if man would only remain Adam! Very often he becomes Lucifer. He has everything except divinity. He wants that. He wants the supernatural to astonish, to be applauded, feared, known, celebrated... And in order to have something which God only can give gratuitously, he embraces Satan, who is the Monkey of God and gives simulated supernatural gifts. Oh! How horrible is the fate of those demons!…  »  (Vol. 3, p. 534-5)


										





A KISS IS RETURNED





	(Judas and Simon the Zealot are to leave for Bethany, on a special mission. Just as they are about to go, Jesus calls Judas aside…)


Jesus takes his hands and speaks to him face to face… « Judas... Do not harm yourself, My dear Judas! Have you not been calmer and happier for some time, free from the burden of your lower ego, of the human ego, which is so easily at the mercy of Satan and of the world? Of course you know that you have!… Oh! If I could only keep you like this, at the cost of all My Blood, and destroy the last bulwark in which a great enemy of yours hides, and make you completely spiritual, with spiritual intellect, spiritual love, completely a... spirit! »


Judas, face to face with Jesus, his hands in the hands of the Master, is almost dumbfounded. He whispers: « Injure myself? Last bulwark? Which one?...  »


« Which one?! You know. You know how you injure yourself! By cherishing thoughts of human grandeur and friendships, which you suppose are useful to procure such grandeur. Believe Me, Israel does not love you. It hates you as it hates Me, as it hates whoever may seem a probable victor. And since you do not conceal your ambition to be such, you are hated. Do not believe their false words, their deceitful questions, by which they pretend to take an interest in your plans in order to help you… I am not begging you on My behalf, but only on your own. If I am the target of iniquity, I am still the Lord. They may torture My body and kill it. But not beyond that. But in your case, they would kill your soul... Shun temptation, My friend! Tell Me that you will shun it! Speak this word of peace to your poor persecuted worried Master! »


Jesus clasps him in His arms and, cheek to cheek, speaks in his ear and His golden hair mixes with the thick dark curls of Judas.


« I know that I have to suffer and die. I know that My crown will be the crown of a martyr. I am aware that My Blood will be My purple. I came for that. Because through such martyrdom I will redeem Mankind, and love has been urging Me for endless time to do so. But I would not like any of My followers to be lost. Oh! All men are dear to Me, because in them there is the image and likeness of My Father� and the immortal souls that He created. But you, My loved and beloved ones, you, the blood of My blood and the apples of My eyes, must not be lost! Oh! No torture could be like that, not even if Satan, who is Sin, Horror, Disgust, should pierce Me with his weapons burning with the sulphur of hell and he should bite and grasp Me, no torture could make Me suffer as much as I would for one of My chosen ones who should be lost... Judas, My Judas! Shall I ask My Father to let Me suffer My dreadful Passion three times, so that two of them may be offered to save you alone? Tell Me, My friend, and I will do that. I will ask Him to multiply My suffering infinitely for that purpose. I love you, Judas, I love you so much. And I would like to give you Myself, to make you Myself, to save you from yourself...  »


« Do not weep, do not say that, Master. I love You, too. I also would give myself to see You strong, respected, feared, triumphant. I may not love You perfectly. I may not think perfectly. But I use and perhaps I misuse my whole being, because I am anxious to see You loved. But I swear to You, I swear on Jehovah, that I will not approach scribes, or Pharisees, or Sadducees, or Jews, or priests. They will say that I am mad. But it does not matter. I shall be quite happy provided You are not worried about me. Are You happy? A kiss, Master, as Your blessing and protection. »


They kiss each other and part…  (Vol. 3, p. 681-2)


----------


(For every step upwards, Judas takes two or more steps downwards, until his freely chosen destiny reaches a terrible climax. A further scene takes place one year later, in the garden of Gethsemane…�)


…The guards, headed by Judas, burst into the little square lighting it up sinisterly with many torches. It is a horde of bandits disguised as soldiers, who look like jail-birds and grin like devils. There is also an odd champion of the Temple.


All the apostles jump to one corner. Peter in front, the others behind him in a group. Jesus remains where He was.


Judas approaches Jesus, enduring the glance of His eyes, which have become the flashing eyes of His best days. And he does not lower his face either. On the contrary, he approaches the Master with the smile of a hyena and kisses His right cheek.


« My friend, what have you come for? Are you betraying Me with a kiss? »


Judas bends his head for a moment, then raises it… insensible to reproach as to every invitation to repent…


(And Jesus’ Passion continues, a Passion which had already begun with the knowledge that Judas, whom He loved so much, would betray Him…)


(Vol. 5, p. 537-8)


										





	THE TWO GREAT LOVES OF JESUS





	(The final passage, from the 1945-50 Notebooks, has been specially translated for this Supplement…)





(Jesus says:)


	“Do you want to know who was the apostle that loved Me more than any other? John. Truly, John. Before and after the Passion. Before and after Pentecost […]


	“And who is the apostle that I loved the most? It is Judas of Kerioth. Don’t open your eyes wide, don’t shudder. That’s the way it is. I loved Judas of Kerioth more than [I did] anybody else. I will explain, and you will understand.


	“John was the favourite. It is common knowledge. And this common knowledge is the truth. He was good, pure, faithful. It is obvious that he attracted the love of God and the love of the Man, that is, the love of Jesus, the God made flesh.


	“But tell Me: is it more difficult to act when it demands a continual effort known in advance to be useless, or to do something that instead of an effort is a joy and is restful to carry out? The first, is it not true? And who will have more merit? He who fulfills the first or the second one? The first, while aiming only at doing all of one’s duty without hope of receiving any reward - or the second, that minute by minute repays abundantly in what we are doing? He, the one that does the first, is more meritorious.


	“And again: do you know what love he has who - solely and out of the heroism of love, and of the duty towards God and brother - continues to work and is anxious to be good to his bad brother, to see if he can make him good and to give glory to God? He has perfect love. That love that does all and forgives all, overcoming everything, moved by the perfect aim of doing work pleasing to God.


	“He won’t succeed? Is it well-known he won’t succeed? Is it well-known that God knows that he won’t succeed? It doesn’t matter. It is done just the same. It is the heroism of duty fulfilled to perfection. And it also demonstrates perfection of sentiment. Because if one does not love, in God, one he knows is a delinquent, a traitor, incorrigible in his perverse sentiments - he could not love this delinquent. But he loves him with the sublime love, that swelled My Heart on the Cross - when I was not praying for the just, but I was invoking the forgiveness of the Father, on those who were My assassins�.


	“It is the love that I want in you, [Maria], for all those who hate you… This love - that we give to those who are our indomitable enemies, the unconvertibles - if you only knew how it works miracles! Direct miracles for our enemies themselves - like the love that Stephen had for Saul, a love that obtained for Paul to meet Me on the road to Damascus. Or indirectly.


	“Love is not wasted. Not an infinitesimal part of love - of this money, of this yeast, of this balm that is love is - remains without producing fruit. Harvested by the angels, noted by God, it rises to the treasury of Heaven. And there it is used - Oh! the mysterious works of God - to purchase, to increase, to medicate souls enslaved to Satan, souls that are static with scarcely outlined justice, wounded and sick souls. The love given for the conversion of our crucifiers - which has been without fruit for them because of their perverse wills - goes to fecundate other souls unto grace, unknown on Earth, but which will be noted in Heaven.


	“Listen once again, to return to Judas. I said: ‘To him who loves a lot, much is forgiven’�. It is true, and it is just. The more one loves, the more one merits to be forgiven by the offended party. But also: he who forgives more, makes it clear he loves much. And he who always forgives everything - always everything - until the hour of judgement arrives, loves more than much, he loves totally. This is how I loved Judas of Kerioth. Totally. I loved even the others like this - especially John. But it was justice to love them like this. They were good, even in their defects. And they loved Me with all their strength. Their strength was small, imperfect? It remained like this until the end, until the Holy Spirit renewed it? It doesn’t matter. It was all their strength. But Judas! Judas! To love Judas! Totally loving Judas - of whom I did not ignore a crease in his dark heart! Loving him, because it is said: ‘You will love your neighbour as yourself’�.


	“You see, My soul, many repeat this command - from the pulpits, from the sees, from the altars, from the confessionals… and believe they know it in full because they say: ‘The second commandment is to love your neighbour as yourself’. But few masters of the spirit make the many [who are] ignorant of the spirit consider one essential thing of the commandment of love. And it is this. It is said: ‘You will love your neighbour as yourself’, without specifying: a good neighbour, an evil neighbour, a docile or undocile neighbour, a loving or a hateful neighbour. No. It is said: ‘You will love your neighbour’. Every neighbour. Good or bad. With a joyful or sorrowful love. But always every neighbour.


	“This love for every neighbour requires a spirit of mercy, mildness and humility - [all three] very well formed. Because it is difficult, yes, it is difficult to manage to love a certain neighbour! You need to be very, very, very well founded in charity to be able to do this. But even here, you are not without a model. Here is your model: I, Jesus! Imitate Me, and you will be perfect like I want you for your eternal joy.


	“The horrendous, dark figure of Judas, that I have amply revealed in the Work [The Poem], was not without a purpose. It certainly did not give Me any pleasure in illustrating that tangle of infernal serpents! I revealed it to you because, by revealing it, I also revealed how the masters of the spirit, and also all Christians, have to act towards the many Judases that populate the Earth, which no man fails to meet during his earthly days…


	“To the masters of the spirit, and to all, I say: ‘Imitate Me in this perfect love, and you will possess a love similar to that of Jesus, your Teacher.’ ”





(Grateful thanks to Readers’ Group members


Carol P. and Paul A., for translating


and checking this passage.)
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   NOTES


� Notebooks 1943, pages 261-2.


� In a dictation to Maria Valtorta, Jesus said of Judas: “…If he had come under the Cross where I was dying and had said to me, 'Forgiveness!' He would have been the first of my redeemed ones, because he was already the greatest sinner…” (Notebooks 1943, p. 69)


� The Poem, Vol. 1, p. 447.


� 1Sam. 28:3-20.


� 1Sam. 24:1-8.


� 1Sam. 26:1-12.


� Gen. 3:6-24.


� See footnote 4.


� See Lev. 19:26,31, 20:6;  Dt. 18:10-12;  2Kings 17:17-18, 


21:6, 23:24;  Is. 47:8-9;  Jer. 27:9-10, 29:8-9;  Ezek. 13:8-9;  


Mal. 3:5;  Acts 16:16-18, 19:18-19;  Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8.


� Gen. 1:26-7.


� Mt. 26:47-50;  Mk. 14:43-5;  Lk. 22:47-8; Jn. 18:3-5.


� Lk. 23:34.


� See Lk. 7:47.


� Lev. 19:18;  (See Mt. 5:43-8, 22:39;  Mk. 12:31;  Lk. 10:27.)








