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 (Jesus to Maria): “Let us turn to the little sheep, seeking to be

acquainted with their Master. It is I, and you are the staff,

leading them to Me.” (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 246)
“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand…” 

– Pope Pius XII  (26th February 1948)

EDITORIAL
Dear Readers’ Group Members,

Jesus, and the Power of Working Miracles


[For some years now I’ve promised myself quality time, to read the 5 volumes of The Poem. I began Volume 1 in January, and am near the end of Volume 2. What a joy!!


I’ve wondered if Jesus performed any miracles before His miracle at the Wedding Feast in Cana. I’ve just discovered the following little revelation from Jesus, while returning with His first disciples from their visit to the scene of His Temptation in the Desert, where He was explaining how He was exhausted after His struggle with Satin...)


« ...The struggle had been more exhausting than the long fast… But the spirit was triumphant… I think that Heaven was startled at My becoming a perfect creature endowed with knowledge. I think that from that moment I got the power of working miracles. I was God. I had become the Man. Now, by defeating the animal nature connected with man's nature, I was the Man-God. And I am. And as God I am omnipotent. And as Man I am omniscient. Do as I did, if you want to do what I do. And do it in memory of Me...  »  (The Poem of the Man-God, Vol. 1, p. 432)
And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out

by anything but prayer and fasting”. (Mk. 9:29)
Maria Valtorta’s 50th Anniversary

(As mentioned in the previous bulletin:)

“12th October 2011 is the 50th anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s death. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Valtorta readers from different parts of the world might descend upon Rome and participate in a general get-together (or whatever) – on or about that date!...


“Suggestions might include Padua, Assissi, Viareggio (where Maria lived), Florence (where her tomb is venerated adjacent to the Bascilica of the Annunciation), and then Rome. (And perhaps as a final option, Medjugorje?)
(I’ve written about this idea to the Valtorta publishers in Italy, and have received the following reply:)

“...We have some plans for the 50th anniversary of Maria Valtorta's death, but they are yet to be developed. We will give news when they are defined...”

L. Venditti for Dr. Pisani (Editor, Italy)

Thank you to readers from England, the U.S., New Zealand and Australia who have expressed interest in participating in such a tour. I will work on having something more concrete to put to you in the June bulletin.


May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray, Assistant Convenor.

There are some guys who criticize

and minimize the other guys,

whose enterprise has made them rise

above the guys who criticize.

THE POOR IN SPIRIT

Jesus’ first extensive teaching (at the end of Volume 1) was at “Clear Water”, where He expounded, in detail, on the Ten Commandments. His second, early in Volume 2, was His Sermon on the Mount, which began with the Beatitudes. Below are some extracts regarding “The Poor in Spirit” from the second discourse – and from an episode with Zacchaeus in Volume 4...]

« Grace will come back to you, lively and powerful and you will be triumphant, if you so wish. God does no violence to your thoughts or your sanctification. You are free. But He gives you back your strength. He gives you back your freedom from Satan's empire. It is up to you to take upon yourselves the infernal yoke or to put angelical wings on your souls. It depends on you, with Me as your brother to guide you and nourish you with an immortal food.

You may ask: "How can one conquer God and His Kingdom through a milder road than the harsh Sinai one?" There is no other road but that one. But let us look at it not from the point of view of a threat, but from the point of view of love. Let us not say: "Woe to me, if I do not do that!" trembling with fear of sinning, of not being able not to sin. But let us say: "How glad I will be if I do that!" and with the impulse of a supernatural joy, full of happiness, let us rush towards these beatitudes, brought about by compliance with the Law, as roses sprout from a thorny bush.

"How happy I will be if I am poor in spirit, because mine shall be the Kingdom of Heaven!... 
(Etc.)
Oh! Satanic thirst for wealth, to what frenzy you lead both rich and poor! The rich who live for their gold: the ill-famed idol of their ruined spirits. The poor who live, hating the rich because of their gold, and even if they do not murder them physically, they curse the rich, wishing them all sorts of evil...
If a rich man is poor in spirit, he does not sin for the sake of his gold but he turns his gold into sanctification, because he turns it into love. Loved and blessed, he is like spring water that saves travellers in a desert, as he gives generously, without avarice, happy to be able to relieve desperate situations. If he is poor, he is happy in his poverty. He eats his bread which is sweetened by the joy of being free from the thirst of gold, and he sleeps free from nightmares and gets up well rested for his tranquil work, which is always light when done without greed or envy.

What makes man materially rich is gold, what makes him morally rich are his affections. Gold comprises not only money but also houses, fields, jewels, furniture, herds, everything, in other words, that which makes life wealthy materially. Affections include: blood or marriage ties, friendship, intellectual soundness, public offices. As you can see, if for the first group a poor man can say: "Oh! as far as I am concerned, providing I do not envy those who are rich, I am all right because I am poor, and thus I am settled by force of circumstances", with regard to the second group also a poor man must be careful, because also the poorest man can become sinfully rich in spirit. Who is immoderately attached to a thing, commits a sin...
You must distinguish. We must love our fathers, mothers, wives and our neighbour, but in the degree indicated by God: "As ourselves"... that is, with all the ability to love that is in man: the love of a son, of a husband, of a friend and - do not be scandalised - the love of a father. Yes, we must have for the interests of God the same care that a father has for his children, for whom he lovingly protects his wealth and increases it. He takes care of and is anxious for their physical growth and intellectual education, and for their success in the world...
And only he who does not make an idol of such wealth but uses it to serve God in holiness, shows that he has no sinful attachment to it. One then practises that holy poverty in spirit that deprives itself of everything in order to be more free to conquer God, the Holy Supreme Wealth. To conquer God: that is to have the Kingdom of Heaven...  »
(The Poem..., Vol. 2, pp, 135-7)

(Some time later, while visiting Jericho, Jesus encounters an exiseman, Zacchaeus, who tells Him:)
« ...My heart is diseased, because I defrauded, I practised usury, I have been a depraved fellow, a thief, hard on the poor. But now I have been cured, because You spoke to me. You approached me and the demon of sensuality and riches fled. And as from today, I belong to You, if You do not reject me. And to prove to You that I am reborn in You, I divest myself of the ill-acquired riches. I give You half of my wealth for the poor, and I will use the other half to give back, multiplied by four, what I got by fraud. I know whom I cheated. Then, after handing back to each of them what belongs to them, I will follow You, Master, if You allow me… »

(And Jesus says:)

« I do want that. Come. I have come to save and call people to the Light. Today Light and Salvation have come to the house of your heart… »
(Then Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

« ...He was instinctively seeking Light. The true Light... Zacchaeus, disgusted with the world and the flesh - as he was disgusted with the meanness of Pharisaic practices... loved the little treasure of a word of Mine... At the bench of the excise-house there was no longer a cheating vicious publican, but a man repenting his past and decided to change life... Zacchaeus had the upright intention of listening to words of true Doctrine. When he heard some, his upright desire urged him to greater desire and thus to uninterrupted research for that Doctrine; the research for God, hidden in the true Doctrine, detached him from the mean gods of richness and sensuality and made him a hero of renunciation...

Poverty in spirit consists in having the sovereign freedom from everything that is the delight of man... The man poor in spirit is no longer enslaved by riches. Even if he does not go so far as to repudiate them materially, depriving himself of them and of every comfort by joining a monastic order, he knows how to use them sparingly for himself, which is a double sacrifice, in order to be prodigal of gifts to the poor of the world...

[Also] how many there are, also among those who are not rich, nay, who are little less than poor, and yet they can sacrifice the "two farthings" they possess, in order to relieve a misery... which is greater than their own!

Those are poor in spirit who, losing their possessions, whether large or small, know how to keep their peace and hope, without cursing or hating anyone... Put under your feet all the fleeting riches of human life to possess the eternal riches... Zacchaeus had understood that. That sentence was the arrow that opened his heart to Light and Charity. It opened it to Me as I approached him to say to him: "Come". And when I came up to him to call him, he was already "poor in spirit". He was therefore capable of possessing Heaven. »  (The Poem..., Vol. 4, pp, 14-17, 19-20)
Maria Valtorta and William F. Buckley

By Daniel Klimek
http://ministryvalues.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=

1355&Itemid=214


...The late William F. Buckley Jr. is usually recognized for his political work. Considered the godfather of the American conservative movement he founded the nation's most eminent conservative political magazine “National Review” and, for decades, hosted the television show Firing Line...

William Buckley held a personal devotion to the works of the Italian mystic Maria Valtorta, a significant but controversial figure within the Church. In his spiritual memoir, “Nearer, My God,” William Buckley wrote of how he first encountered the revelations of Valtorta. “My nephew Father Michael Bozell thought to send me a few years ago some pages from Maria Valtorta, Italian writer and mystic (1897-1961). She wrote a huge five-volume book called The Poem of the Man God, and one part of the fifth volume was her fancied vision of the Crucifixion.” 

Maria Valtorta was a twentieth century mystic who, throughout the 1940s and '50s, reported experiencing visions of Jesus Christ who, according to Valtorta, showed her His life in first-century Palestine which she recorded in her voluminous book The Poem of the Man God. The Crucifixion details of Christ's Passion were so powerful in Valtorta's writings and revelations that William Buckley decided to reproduce them in his own spiritual memoir, dedicating 18 pages of his book “Nearer, My God,” to Valtorta's visions of Christ's sacrifice and suffering on the Cross. 

Buckley was deeply moved by Valtorta's descriptions of Christ's Passion, yet he understood very well that visionary experience is a touchy issue within the Church and, therefore, dealt with it delicately. “My friend and theological consultant Fr. Kevin Fitzpatrick, who is also a Doctor of Theology, was a little alarmed with at the prospect of my using Valtorta,” Buckley wrote...
Father Kevin wrote to Buckley: “My main problem is the use of private revelations not approved by the Church. This is not a legalistic concern, but a concern based on some experience of people who, to be blunt, are not satisfied with Revelation which ended with the death of the last Apostle.” Interestingly, despite his cautious approach, once Fr. Kevin, the doctor of theology, began to read Valtorta's works to further advise Buckley, what he found – in Valtorta's revelations – surprised the knowledgeable priest greatly. 

Fr. Kevin wrote Buckley: “In fact, Valtorta seems to have solved the Synoptic problem that's been plaguing scholars for centuries, viz., the contradictions between Matthew, Mark, and Luke.” Her revelations, instead of replacing the Gospels – what Fr. Kevin feared – filled in the gaps that the Gospels possessed which, as Fr. Kevin noted, had confused scholars for centuries. Thus, Valtorta's revelations helped reconcile, for the priest. seeming contradictions that exist in the Synoptic Gospels of the New Testament. 

While Buckley admired Valtorta's powerful depictions of the Crucifixion, he may not have known how profound the source of her knowledge was in producing those depictions. For example, Buckley wrote: “The account by Valtorta, or at least that much of it that deals specifically with the suffering endured, would be painful reading describing any death by crucifixion. Valtorta is excruciatingly absorbed by physical detail. Either she was once a medical student or else she studied anatomy, bone by bone.” 

The truth is that Valtorta did neither – medical school nor studying anatomy. She had a very simple education. Yet, the profundity of her descriptions, which Buckley noticed, is not something that was lost on other observers as well. Dr. Nicholas Pende, an endocrinologist who (like Buckley) displayed immense surprise at the sophistication and accuracy with which Valtorta described Jesus' spasms during the Crucifixion visions, commented on her descriptions as constituting “a phenomenon which only a few informed physicians would know how to explain, and she does it in an authentic medical style.” 

Likewise, Fr. Corrado M. Berti, a friend of Valtorta's family and a former professor at the Pontifical “Marianum” Theological Faculty in Rome, explained: “I can certify that Valtorta did not, by her own industry, possess all that vast, profound, clear, and varied learning which is evident in her writings.” 

What Valtorta reported experiencing, in addition to her visions and revelations, was the mystical grace of supernatural illumination during her experiences – thus she was able to adequately describe what she was witnessing through a heavenly knowledge that illuminated her mind (during her ecstasies) and transcended her rational human faculties. Buckley, very reasonably, assumed that she must have had a background in medical studies due to the sophistication of her descriptions. What he didn't consider is quite how powerful her spiritual experiences were in producing that knowledge.   

Yet, there is no question that Buckley was open minded toward Valtorta's work. He admitted, after all, that part of the ecclesial controversy surrounding Valtorta stemmed from the fact that, at one point, her writings were placed on the Church's (now-abolished) Index of Forbidden Books...

It deserves attention, after all, that before being abolished, the Index forbade the works of Christian writers and mystics as renowned as Dante, John Milton, and Mary Faustina Kowalska, the latter a Polish nun who reported experiencing mystical visions of Christ in the 1930s (also resulting in written dictations) and who, in 2000, was canonized a saint by Pope John Paul II. Saint Faustina's revealed writings of theology – the Divine Mercy writings – are recognized today as part of the Church's liturgical doctrine, having been responsible for institutionalizing both a holy feast day within Roman Catholicism (Divine Mercy Sunday) and a popular prayer devotion to Christ (the Chaplet of Divine Mercy). 

Incidentally, as with Maria Valtora, Saint Faustina's writings were initially placed under the Index by Pope John XXIII. Thus, clearly, the dubious recognition of being placed on the Index can merit little, if any, value... [Maria Valtorta’s] writings have already received the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur of a few Catholic bishops, including Bishop Roman Danylak, attesting to the orthodoxy of morals and doctrine within her revelations. Bishop Danylak additionally provided an interesting explanation as to why works like Saint Faustina's and Maria Valtorta's were placed on the Index in the first place. “Theologians and bishops have problems with supernatural phenomena,” he pointed out, recognizing the taboo-nature of the subject in many ecclesial circles. 

While this may be the case, the popular portrayal of Valtorta's work, as being perceived negatively in the Church, is not fully accurate either. Pope Pius XII was a great supporter of Valtorta's writings, explaining: “Publish this work as it is. There is no need to give an opinion on its origin, whether it be extraordinary or not; whoever reads it will understand.” 

Other eminent Catholic leaders and intellectuals have been influential supporters of Valtorta's revelations after studying her writings, in addition to the former Pope. They include the Jesuit cardinal Augustine Bea, himself an ecumenical star at Vatican II; Msgr. Hugo Lattanzi, a former dean of the Faculty of Theology at the Pontifical Lateran University; Fr. Gabriel M. Roschini, the renowned Church Mariologist and philosopher; as well as Fr. Gabriele Allegra, famous for translating the entire Bible into Chinese. Fr. Allegra, who was the first Scriptural scholar to be beatified by Pope John Paul II in 2002 and is currently awaiting canonization, once wrote: “ I hold that the work of Valtorta demands a supernatural origin.”

To this list of esteemed Catholics, deeply moved and supportive of Maria Valtorta's writings and mystical experiences, add another influential Catholic: one of the most significant voices on American political discourse in the twentieth century – William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Printing of a Translation of The Poem in India
[Our previous bulletin contained an appeal from The Society of the Apostles of Mary, in Tuticorin, India, for assistance in printing The Poem in Tamil, their vernacular. Members’ contributions (many thanks for these) were forwarded to The Society, and the following reply was received:]

We thank you very much on behalf of members of the Society of Apostles of Mary, for your timely help.

We will use this money to print the book -The Poem of the Man–God Vol. VI. (Actually we have been making a total of ten volumes in Tamil out of the five volumes in English.)  In fact, the translation work of the VI and the VII volumes into Tamil has been finished and will be ready for printing in two months time. 

Please pray for the successful accomplishment of printing these as well as the other remaining volumes.

The Society of Apostles of Mary, Tuticorin, India.
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(From Australia unless stated otherwise)

The Valtorta Books

I cannot begin my day without reading something of these wonderful writings – for strength in Faith, and for trust in Jesus and in His promises to us.

JANICE CORDEAUX, Monarto, S.A.

I feel truly blessed to have found and learned of Maria Valtorta on the Internet and who she was, also of the most wonderful words of Our Lord in the books of The Poem of the Man-God. I have read volumes one and two and have just begun volume three. I have never read anything so wonderful and beautiful written, I feel like I am at the side of Jesus as He talks to His Apostles and His Holy Mother.

 I have never felt this way in any religious material I read. Somehow I feel guided by the Holy Spirit and have gotten this information through a most heavenly source, so I could read these most holy words that all people should know. Reading the Sermon on the Mount was just so real, I can just sit and think about it and have tears roll down my face, that is how it affects me. It is the most beautiful story ever written. 

I thank you for all the bulletins and words from The Poem that you have sent over the years, that encouraged me to find the volumes of The Poem.

MARTHA SCHROEDER, Wisconsin, USA
Many thanks for sending the Maria Valtorta – Victim Soul  book. I found it difficult to put down...

LYNNE PODGORCZYK, Alstoneville NSW.
(A Seminarian in USA writes:)

I have read my Gospel commentaries, but none of them are even near to Valtorta's work. I am greatly privileged to have read the entire Poem. What a great idea to organize a pilgrimage to her place in October. I am personally very interested. Please keep me posted.

Have just today heard of a woman who has had her life changed dramatically by reading Volume 1 of The Poem and very excited to get Volume 2.  How wonderful when we hear of this happening.
GWEN STORY, Taradale, New Zealand.
The Bulletins

Thank you so much for these bulletins, they are always very interesting and it is also quite nice to be connected in this way with other readers of the Valtorta works. It is now at least three years that I have not been able to re-read The Poem (I had done so three times). I have missed the company of all the Apostles and the disciples and friends of the Lord, to say nothing of Mary and Jesus! But, on the other hand, these years have been a time of absorbing what has been read and learning to apply it better and better each day in a myriad of circumstance. The intense reading of these works from 2002 to 2008 seems to have kindled a permanent flame within me which gives its light day after day, never diminishing even though I am not reading the books anymore. I was thinking just the other day how much they have contributed to my conversion - so much! I have had occasion to converse with some esteemed theologians and biblists, people to whom I cannot mention the Valtorta works and yet who recognise in my knowledge gained from them something which to them seems a miraculous grace. I would love so much to be able to tell them how easily they could have the same miracle of grace!

CATHERINE MATTEO, Latisana (UD), Italy

(One day, Catherine, the Holy Spirit may prompt you to drop a hint to them about this – Ed.)
Thank you very much for the Bulletins. I enjoy reading them. They are very inspirational.
JOYCE LILLYWHITE, Mumbai, India

It’s always a blessing to receive the bulletins. I open them at once, and plunge into the news and meditations.

PAT EDSTEIN, Toowong Qld.

Thanks for mentioning me and Hester on our 60th anniversary (see previous bulletin). It was a lovely occasion, with all our eight children and 20 living grandchildren and current great grandchildren there. Also proves I read the bulletin.





ED FORD, Scottsdale Az. USA.

My joy is always great every time I receive the bulletins. And the [supplement] teachings fill my heart and soul abundantly... 
   BERTA CIFUENTES, Forest Lake, Qld.

The Sunday Gospels
(A reader in the U.S. writes:)
Thank you so much for the audio gospels for each Sunday. I have loved them so much. I find that hearing the revealed Truth as experienced by Maria Valtora is so wonderful, and the narrator is marvellous. I listen to them time and time again. Thank you. The Holy Spirit is present through Maria and, I believe, in her writings.

(The Gospels for Sundays of the current month can be down-loaded from www.valtorta.org and clicking on:

FREE Audio Gospels of Sundays & Feasts ... )
†   R I P   †
Please pray for the souls of:

Elizabeth Kruszelnicki, mother of Irma, of Lower Templestowe, Vic., who died on 26th April 2010, aged 85 years;

Paul Devereux of Howick, Auckland, New Zealand,
who died on 26th August 2010, aged 70 years;
Phyllis Burkett, aunt of Jeannie Johnson of Hocking W.A. who died on Christmas Eve 24th December 2010; and
Glennis Stebbing, wife of Jim, of Drysdale, Vic.,

who died on 19th January 2011, aged 75 years. 
Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons. Bulletins are sent to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $12.00 per year (a little extra if mailed overseas, and no charge for priests and religious) is requested.  (E-mail copies of the bulletins and supplements, convenient for Valtorta readers outside Australia, are now free.) A Catalogue of books and other items is available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century. The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed. May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]






The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His Face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  


(Num. 6:24-6.)





“Lord, I do not ask You for the glory of your visions, but for the grace to love You more and more.” (Notebooks 1944, p. 439.)
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