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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  15  -  SEPTEMBER  1999

“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand.” – Pope Pius XII
EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

Dealing with Unfinished Business

Prompted by some heart-warming responses from last May’s “valtortling” journey to Adelaide and W.A., and by further experiences during a more recent trip to Brisbane, Sydney and a number of towns in between, a three-part series of small booklets, from Maria Valtorta’s writings, is now available:

· “The Story of Mary Magdalene” - her extraordinary conversion from prostitution to great sainthood, was eventually published through the wonderful co-operation of Father Frank Maher of the Hampton Marian Centre, and has already been attracting wide interest and very positive feedback. (Cost: $2.50)
· “Forgiving, and Being Forgiven”, takes the Mary Magdalene story to a vital second stage.  With twice the material in Bulletin # 14’s supplement, and it identifies matters which need resolving before we can be forgiven ourselves, and before our prayers for others can be answered.  (Cost: $2.50)
· A new, third booklet goes a step further, through the all-important Sacrament of Reconciliation.  It signifi-cantly adds to the passages from this bulletin’s 9-page supplement, completes the process of conversion, forgiveness and absolution, and provides a perfect means of resolving these and other matters of unfinished business in our spiritual lives. (Cost $2.00)
(Price of the 3-booklet set is $6.00, plus postage.)

Who Am I ?


A pilgrim on the last trip gave me this on a slip of paper:

“Remember: you are not a court-house, but a temple.

So do not judge.  Only pray and forgive.”

Souls in Purgatory

[While in Brisbane, a woman whose dearly loved hus-band died some time ago, asked me to read this passage, from Notebooks 1943 (pp. 392, 395), about Purgatory:]

“The souls immersed in those flames suffer only from love…

“Never do your loved ones love you so much as after earthly death, for their love is now infused with the Light of 

God, and in this Light they understand how you love them, and how they should have loved you.

“They can no longer say words to you that ask for forgiveness, and provide love.  But they say them to Me for you, and I take to you these words of your dead, who are now able to see and love you as they should.  I take them to you, together with their request for love, and their blessing.  A blessing already valid from Purgatory on, for it is already infused with the inflamed Charity, which burns and purifies them.  Perfectly valid later, from the moment when, freed, they come to meet you on the threshold of Life, or rejoin you therein, if you have already preceded them into the Kingdom of Love…”

On the Internet


Much thought and prayer has been directed towards how to make known the existence of the “Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God” , to people in other parts of the world.  This booklet has already proved a most useful companion for readers of The Poem.  It provides easy “tracking down” of particular themes and passages in The Poem, and offers two-way Bible chapter/verse connections to both the Old and New Testaments.


An approach has been made by the office of Dr. Pisani, the publisher of The Poem, towards having the “Pilgrim’s Guide” published by his organisation in Rome.  Initial progress in this matter is very slow, and in the meantime, arrangements have been made with the developer of a very good Valtorta Web-site in the U.S.A. (see “A Reply to the Saint Anthony Messenger” below), for inclusion of a web-page about this booklet, and its availability from Australia through e-mail.  This idea has attracted (what I believe to have been) some stirring and agitation from “old hairy legs” to prevent it going ahead.  A good sign?


(The retail price for the “Pilgrim’s Guide” is now $10.00, and still $7.50 for Readers’ Group members.)


Bulletins are now being e-mailed to distant places, and all this electronic activity suggests a quantum jump in the scope of the Readers’ Group, with the growing possibility of having our own web-site.  And friends from way back ask me: “what do you do David, now that you’ve retired?”


May God bless and keep you all.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.

REPLY TO THE SAINT ANTHONY MESSENGER
This article has been extracted from the following web site:

< http://www.bardstown.com/~brchrys/index.html  >

(In the January-June 1999 edition of the Bollettino Valtortiano [Valtorta Bulletin], produced by Valtorta’s editor and publisher, Emilio Pisani, there appears an excerpt of a letter written by an Italian lady, Vittoria Anzidei… to the Messaggero de sant’Antonio [“Saint Anthony Messenger” - Italian edition]. Dr. Pisani quotes the pertinent excerpt, which concerns Ms. Anzidei’s experience in reading Valtorta’s “The Poem of the Man-God”…)

“After the death of my husband, I passed through a period of profound dejection and distress, and even my confidence in God was somewhat lessened. A friend advised me to read The Poem of the Man-God of Maria Valtorta. I have read the ten volumes (Italian edition) of the work a good two times, and have remained edified and consoled. I warmly advise the reading of it for its extraordinary power of spiritual ascent.”


(The next section of Dr. Pisani’s article responds to criticism in the “Messenger”, of Ms. Anzidei’s letter - which he describes as “a disappointing answer to a letter which did not ask for a lecture, but announced the joy of a discovery - in order to (encourage) other unfortunates (to join) with her in the search for light”.  The saga of attacks on “The Poem” has been dealt with many times in Readers’ Group Bulletins.  Two of the most telling and concise documents in this respect are Father Berti’s testimony (see note at the end of this article), and Bishop Roman Danylak’s “In Defence of The Poem”, written in 1992 and updated in 1999 with a “Foreword” to the Readers’ Group’s “Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”.  Dr. Pisani makes some interesting and additional observations:)

 “The circumstance of the beatification of Padre Pio, of Pietrelcina, recalls to us how that holy friar was hit with a good four decrees of condemnation from the Holy Office. The first of them, May 31, 1923, denied the ‘super-naturality of the facts’ that concerned him, and exhorted the faithful to guide themselves in conformity (with the decree). If the sources of information on which we draw are not mistaken, none of those four decrees has been revoked. Nonetheless, the whole subsequent history, culminating in these days with the beatification in Saint Peter’s at Rome, goes to demonstrate that the ecclesiastical authority has radically changed (its) opinion about Padre Pio…

“Now tell us: the Work of Maria Valtorta - has it made Jesus Christ known to you, or not? Has it made you love Jesus Christ, or not? Has it made you desire to follow Jesus Christ, or not? If the answer is no, beware. If yes, be at peace. 

“ ‘All the rest… comes from the Evil One’ (Matt. 5:37)…

“In any case, we want to conclude with a letter that an ex-prisoner sent to the director of that Catholic monthly, (in the hope - a vain one - of seeing it published), and to us (for our knowledge). It is a very long letter, therefore we do not report all of it, but we extract the passages closest to our subject: 

Ex-Prisoner’s Letter

“...I agree completely with the enthusiasm of Ms. Anzidei, and I wish that these innumerable benefits received by the people of God should be considered by the Church. Certainly, Revelation is sufficient for making God and His infinite love known to men, (and to also make known) our duties toward Him, so as to merit an eternal reward, and the spiritual helps which He has given us to conquer the incitements of Original Sin. But Jesus is not Head of an inept Church, nor is He inert. He sees the lethargy in which men dwell. He sees them perishing from spiritual coldness without the shepherds called to help them, because the shepherds themselves are lukewarm in the faith... Then Jesus, the true Good Shepherd, goes Himself to gather His scattered sheep, abandoned to themselves and to the perils which Satan sows. (Jesus) uses those who are in the ‘great tribulation’, nearer to His passion, and He illumines them, makes them luminous beacons for the crowds thirsting for spirituality - much more than one could expect. This is the function of the mystics, or of the simple servants of the Lord. God does nothing that is superfluous... 

“The Church has the task of defending these chosen ones of God, of not covering the ‘lamp under a bushel’, but of making it shine forth. In such cases the Church appraises the conformity of private revelations to the Scriptures, to Tradition, to Dogma, and sees the effects which they (private revelations) arouse in the people of God. As for Valtorta, Jesus Himself speaks on the contents (of her revelations), saying that nothing different has been added, (and that) the word of God is eternal and not changeable, through the passing of the centuries. He says that He has only explained the existing ‘Word.’ Today men are habituated to the immediacy of communication without so many circumlocutions, reflections or linguistic interpretations, and Jesus has… (in Valtorta) giving us so many pearls of clarity and synthesis.

“... I re-read the thousands of Valtorta’s pages, the most profound evidence of (these pearls). I annotate my impressions in the margins and, even from the beginning, I made a clean sweep of all the other books, religious or secular, inspired or not, (the Bible excluded), including therefore St. Augustine, Dostoevski and all modern thinkers, because I hold them - all - poorer in spiritual content, convoluted and distorted in regard to the revelations made to Valtorta by Jesus, Most Holy Mary, etc. 

“The lightning flash from (Valtorta's) Work comes - among other things - even in suffering. It came to Ms. Anzidei in the crisis of widowhood, and to the undersigned in the deep night of prison. I suffered like a dog from the moral, spiritual and material humiliations - things incom-prehensible for anyone who has never been there. By chance I had had in hand the 9th volume of (Valtorta’s) Work, the one which speaks of the Passion of Jesus. I understood, even from the first pages, that it was a question of something sensational: of a greatly suffering mystic who received revelations so sublime, so torturous and so loving for us men. I immediately sought the other books... 


“I flung myself headlong into reading them. How much solace I received from them! What sweetness, the love of Jesus! In those pages, the Bible was finally clear to me, and I finally also understood it, explained by the Author Himself - Jesus. My sufferings persisted, but now I saw them with another eye. I suffered less, my life was no longer so black, and there was hope in the help of God, the promise that the sufferings were not useless, but served to merit Heaven. This Latter was no longer lost, but promised with certainty to one who, though a sinner, repented and forsook God no more. Oh, how beautiful it became to live! What a grace is a single day of the Lord! How I suffered for so many of my companions who had taken their life! What an enormous strength is hope! What an enormous strength is truth, the certainty within me… even if it was not appreciated by men. Above, there was a God Who identified it to me, and He did not let Himself be deceived by the lies of my antagonist. Finally, for the evil which I did, there was a way to remedy, it by asking forgiveness from God, and from men. 


“Now I am free, even if unemployed, and we are four in our family. Thanks be to God, some small economic help has come little by little. The moral and material sufferings remain, but when one has God’s help, all is overcome. The hope persists of a return to work. God does not forsake anymore one whom He has once drawn to safety. Now I recognize my old errors, and I pay the price for them, quite happily, knowing that this will bring me to the last end of man: to merit eternal salvation. 

“Mr. Director, I did not express myself in these terms before experiencing the lightning flash of Valtorta's revelations, and this is why I am so convinced in her defense.  Let her censors, old and new, examine well these graces of the Lord to Ms. Anzidei and to me; and (citing Jesus unworthily), let them observe how ‘the blind see, the deaf hear and the lame walk.’ ”

- An ex-prisoner (name withheld).

* The reader might profitably read here the “Testimony of Fr. Corrado Berti, O.S.M” posted elsewhere on this web site (and available from the Readers’ Group – Ed.). Fr. Berti, a theologian and annotator of Valtorta's works, was one of the three witnesses who, with Valtorta's spiritual director, Fr. Romualdo Migliorini, O.S.M, and their Superior, Fr. Andrew M. Cecchin, O.S.M., Prior of the international College of the Servites of Mary in Rome, was called to a special audience with the then reigning Pope Pius XII, who gave them the verbal imprimatur to “...publish this Work as it is. Whoever reads (it) will understand.” This special audience is documented on the first page of L'Osservatore Romano for 26 February, 1946. -Translator.









   LETTERS










“This Most Beautiful Prayer”

It is wonderful that you brought “King of the House” (Bulletin #14, from Notebooks 1944), to our attention.  I hold it dear to my heart, and I meditate on this most beautiful prayer each day now, in order to consecrate my house to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

LEONE BROWN, Upper Taylors Arm, N.S.W.

Role Models

How good it is to have as a companion Maria Valtorta’s writings, when in hospital… When seemingly all alone, when people can’t be there for you… you can open something like Maria Valtorta’s writings and keep company with the saints, and there are role models to follow in our often lonely and difficult lives… Please ask M.V.R.G. members to pray for families, because many of them are really doing it tough. (Writer wishes to remain anonymous.)

From a New Member

It is very enlightening to know that there are many readers of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God.  I have always wanted to know about the miracles Jesus performed, and the whys and wherefores of His doing certain things…  The Poem is the flesh that makes (the Gospels) complete.  I have come to know Jesus, Mary and the characters of the apostles so much more, and felt that I was with Maria, actually walking her journey.  It is uplifting.  I have re-read The Poem twice, and the second time was even better.  I often go back and read, to clarify the Sunday Gospels…


CHARLES DONOVAN, Koondoola, W.A.

Thinking of meeting as a Group?

I would be very interested in how you got your group together, and what format you undertake – as I would like to look at starting a group here in Adelaide.


I have a dear friend whose life has been turned around, through her turning to the (Maria Valtorta) books.  It would be wonderful to see many more people undergo the same transformation.
   MARIE CHEERS, Somerton Park, S.A.


(Tony Grieve, who joined in the latter stages of the recent trip to NSW, has proposed a format for Valtorta readers to meet as a Prayer Group, on a regular basis:)

Preliminary:  Altar: Crucifix, blessed candle, holy water, icon/statue of Our Lady, Rose Petal photo.  Suggest participants bless themselves with holy water when entering the room.

Meeting:

1. Welcome – Begin with the Sign of the Cross and opening prayer from leader

2. Someone reads the Gospel from next Sunday’s Mass

3. Silence (meditate on the Gospel 2-3 minutes)

4. Read aloud the primary text  from The Poem, relating to the Gospel (see starting page(s) of reference(s) underlined in the Pilgrim’s Guide).  Take in turns to read – say, 2-3 paragraphs each

5. Sharing and discussion of Gospel text and Poem text

6. Read aloud the Gospel text again

7. Silence (meditation, say 1 minute)

8. Leader introduces spontaneous prayers of the faithful

9. Hymn

10. Close with the Sign of the Cross

[Readers may find Audio Tape Series 5 (the Sunday Gospels) useful.  I could do transcripts of the Valtorta passages, covering every Sunday in each tape…?? – Ed.]

The Pilgrim’s Guide


I have already found the Pilgrim’s Guide extremely useful indeed…
   NOLA CHAMBERLAIN, Northam, W.A.

I must say that the Pilgrim's Guide is a really useful tool.  I was reading two interesting parts in Luke, and thought to myself “I’d like to see Maria’s version of these stories”.  It took me seconds to locate these same readings in The Poem !

CARMEL TANNA, Homebush, N.S.W.


I have all the copies of The Poem… Now I have the wonderful Pilgrim’s Guide as a cross-reference, I intend to enjoy reading them with the Scriptures.  I feel so happy about all this.  God is so wonderful, patient, kind and mysterious.




  JOAN COX, Coffs Harbour, N.S.W.

A Prayer Compilation

We used the compilation: “Meditations from Jesus on the Hail Mary and the Our Father” as a weekly Lenten program for our small Prayer Group, and we found it very enlightening.

RON & JANE MUNRO, Beechworth, Vic.

The Bulletins and Notebooks

Thank you for the bulletins.  I read them and then pass them on to friends, who in turn pass them on again.  In this way I feel that many people come to read Maria Valtorta’s writings, who otherwise would not buy the books.  There is so much to be gained from reading the passages that they contain – like little post-cards, containing so much news and information…


I have enjoyed reading the Notebooks.  So much to learn – I can’t quite believe we shall spend our Heaven, continually learning the great mysteries of God.  In these books, Our Lord teaches us so much, and all is relevant…

ROSE MARY RHODES, Carlingford, N.S.W.

The Story of Mary Magdalene

As I extracted (the booklet) from the envelope, I thought “it’s traditional (what a relief), unambiguous (wonderful), and so powerful in its presentation”, that I was only just drinking in the covers, without turning a page….


How wonderful is the story of Mary Magdalene as recounted in The Poem.  Wonderful for the many lessons and words of wisdom contained within it.  Wonderful for the numerous examples of Jesus’ love, sensitivity, understanding and concern for struggling souls…


The one that touched my heart the most, born out of my own experience, was Jesus’ comment on page 11:


« I did not say great words, neither did I touch any specific subject concerning her, a well known sinner. Because I did not wish to mortify her, compelling her to run away, to be ashamed of coming to Me. I left her in peace… a beam of light and kindness, flashing just for her... »

… How approachable Jesus is, in dealing with anyone who might seek Him, no matter what the trouble.  And how could anyone seeking a fresh beginning, and concerned about past sins, not rejoice at Jesus’ words (p. 17-18):


« …I tell you that Mary has turned the powerful energy of her being towards Good. She has bent her character towards Perfection... She makes use of her experience in evil, to be as powerful in good as she was in evil. And using the same method of giving herself entirely - as she did in evil - she has given herself entirely to God. She has understood the law of “love God with your whole being etc…”  If the world were made of Maries, we would have the Kingdom on God on the earth... »

DALE GORDON-STEWART, Donvale, Vic.

The Audio Tapes

The tape (“Stations of the Cross”) is excellent.  Any chance of a Rosary tape?

JOAN PACE, Luddenham, N.S.W.


(A Meditated Rosary of the 15 decades, compiled on A4 pages from Maria Valtorta’s writings, is available from the Readers’ Group.  An audio tape of this Rosary could be a worthwhile project for the future – Ed.)


I have discovered the most wonderful way for my two young children to learn about Jesus and Mary, that is, through the gentle voice of David, reading extracts from The Poem.  Turn the TV, Video, Radio, Computer or Nintendo off!  Play the audio tapes No. 2, No. 1 (Side 2), No. 6 or No. 7 while they are quietly playing.


If your child finds Mass boring, play the Sunday Gospel readings (tape series 5).  They will have a greater understanding and see more meaning to the Gospel.


What a beautiful way for our children to know and love Jesus and Mary.
 More tapes for children at their level of understanding are much needed.  If we start them young, even before they can read, the seeds will be planted.  They will be little gifts of God for life…


A suggestion:  I love your tape on the Stations of the Cross.  What better way for people to have a deeper meaning and understanding of the Rosary, than a tape for each of the 3 sets of Mysteries.  A tape would help one have a mental picture, while meditating on the mysteries.  If the Spirit moves you, may it be done!  Again another way for young kids to know what they are praying, when saying Hail Mary, Hail Mary, Hail Mary etc. – instead of empty words without understanding…  Food for thought!

GORDANA NICHOLLS, Upper Orara, N.S.W.


[Words almost fail me.  I usually leave out any such personal references, but not this time.  Thank You Lord for your gifts.  The measure of any merits due to me is Your business alone.  I am nothing without You.  GOOD MINUS GOD = O.  I believe the hope of mankind is through our children, and through those who are young at heart – Ed.]


Since becoming almost blind, 5 years ago, I was truly missing the reading of Holy Scripture, especially the Sunday Gospels, (as I had) particularly found that by reading them beforehand, I gained so much more from the priest’s homily.


Now that I receive your tapes, I have discovered a richness and depth of Faith beyond anything that I have ever experienced before.  I have a greater love for the Holy Trinity and for Mary the Mother of God, and realise what a depth of Faith and Love was Her symbol: “Yes”.


I can now more easily and readily offer my own little “yes” to whatever the Lord chooses to send to me, and accept it with more praise and thanksgiving.  I sincerely pray that many more people will avail themselves of the rich source of spiritual inspiration which your tapes provide.




 CARMEL RUSSELL, Langwarrin, Vic.


(It was Carmel’s prompting that led to the taping of these Sunday Gospels.  A 90-minute tape of the Septem-ber/October Gospels is now available.  – Ed.)

The Sweetness of the Word of God

(From Notebooks 1944, p. 221-3)

 (Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)

“In all of this teaching of mine, no lesson or vision is given without my pursuing an educational purpose…  The lessons I give you, with the dictations or contemplations of the spokesman, are always related to events soon to take place.  I do so to give you supernatural aid…

“To you, I grant the taste of the sweetness of the word of God.  It flows forth once more to make up for too much silence on the part of priests, too much lukewarm ash where there should be living fire.  It flows forth to neutralize, in my new disciples, Satan’s venom circulating over the Earth.  Be worthy of the gift.  For you, I also remove veils over the secrets of my day as Man, and over the mysteries of the future age. Become granite ears, and not arid straw, ready for the fire. Ears for eternal wheat. You will be reborn in Heaven…”

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent out to members every 3 months.  A subscription of $5 per year (plus postage if mailed overseas) is requested.  A Catalogue of books and other items, and back-issues of bulletins, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor affirms submission to the official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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