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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  14  -  JUNE  1999

“Publish this work as it is… whoever reads it will understand.” – Pope Pius XII
EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

It’s been a great learning experience, putting this issue together.  The bulletin includes:

· a prayer dictated by Jesus in the 1944 Notebooks, entitled “King of the House ;

· a testimony on The Poem of the Man-God from an American Priest, Father Al Winshman S.J. (see also his contribution in the “Letters” column);

· a bunch of heart-warming letters from readers;  and

· advice of some new catalogue items.

The main theme of the bulletin’s supplement is an outcome of some positive responses received after talks on the story of Mary Magdalene, given recently on a trip through the southern states.  While many details in Maria Valtorta’s account of the Magdalene story are not part of Public Revelation, nonetheless the Church is open to the benefits of works relating to private revelations, prophecies and miracles etc., provided that they contain nothing which contravenes faith and morals.

I believe that a crucial message, highlighted in what Maria Valtorta writes of Mary Magdalene - in The Poem of the Man-God and in her 1944 Notebooks - is vital for these times.  It is that of forgiveness.  This is the only specific undertaking we give to God in the “Our Father”: that we forgive our debtors.

The bulletin’s supplement also includes three beautiful and thought-provoking extracts from the 1944 Notebooks:  on not judging (an instructive sequel to that memorable passage from the 1943 Notebooks);  on the Most Precious Blood of Our Lord;  and on Guardian Angels.  Judging can be a powerful element of non-forgiveness, and Jesus gives a significant reminder to Maria, implying an instruction for us all:

“If I had not halted you with my ‘Do not judge’ - making you reflect that even in someone apparently less suited to being an instrument of God, God might be present - you would have broken, with your violence, what I had knotted together: a silk thread destined to become a ship’s hawser, with the cables of superhuman charity and human affection…”

 “Valtortling” – a Progress Report


I’ve just recently returned from a trip to Western Australia, calling in on Valtorta readers and other interested “pilgrims” at Warrnambool, Hamilton, Adelaide, Perth, Bunbury, and Dongara (near Geraldton).  Many thanks for the warmth and hospitality received, and the openness to hear about Maria Valtorta’s wonderful writings .  I’m sure the Holy Spirit is, and will remain, very active in all these places.


God willing, I’ll be off again in July, this time north to Sydney and Brisbane. A flyer is enclosed for readers in these areas.  If any members are interested in a visit (or a book delivery) to towns along the way, please let me know soon.


May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor.

KING OF THE HOUSE
(From Notebooks 1944, p. 645)


(Jesus instructs Maria Valtorta to write the following:)

“Most Holy King, adorable Heart, my Master and my Lord, I ask You to be the King of this house of mine.  May your Heart, filled with mercy, spread its mercies in it ‑ in this house and upon those who dwell in it.  May your Wisdom instruct hearts in the knowledge of Goodness, your Goodness.  And may your Power alone reign in it.  May no human thought, act, or desire ever take the place of what You want.  From this moment on, and in all future time, be the only One here who commands, directs, and counsels.  We give ourselves to You in soul and body, as yours, always yours, for the earth and on earth, for Heaven and in Heaven.  And Mary, Most Lovable Mother, Lily of the Trinity, bloom in this dwelling with your smile and your perfume of grace, gather our hearts in the shadow of your purity, enclose them in the chalice of your maternal love, and defend us from Hell and from its cruel legions - by clasping us upon your inviolate womb and your immaculate, pierced heart.  Mother and Queen, be our Mother and our Queen.  Joseph, faithful guardian of the two Most Holy Ones, protect us, who want to belong to Them.  Watchful and active, lead us and assist us along the pathways of Salvation, and in the dangers of life.  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, through your constant presence, make this dwelling a house in Nazareth.  Heart of Jesus, Heart of Mary, and Heart of Joseph, give us your love, and take ours.  Save us now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.” 

 (Jesus adds:)

 “You shall say this to reconsecrate the house, and you shall have each and every room blessed. And remember ‑ you and those who are with you ‑ that where we are, there must be nothing which can wound our holiness.”

 

PRAYING THE POEM OF THE MAN-GOD




[Fr. Al Winshman, S.J., of the Marian Renewal Ministry in Boston, U.S.A., has written to us (see letters column).  He has given permission for inclusion of his testimony on “The Poem”, in this bulletin.]

“I want to see Jesus,” my heart cries out.  From childhood I’ve been drawn to Jesus and Mary.  Like the blind man coming to Jesus imploring, “I want to see,” and moved by the Spirit I seek to see Jesus, God made man.  As a Jesuit the prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola has become my own: to know Jesus more intimately, so as to love Him more ardently and follow Him more closely.  Given this grace St. Ignatius himself was converted from a man of worldly pursuits to a companion of Jesus.  He left us his  “Spiritual Exercises” that we too may see Jesus.

Ignatian contemplation of Scripture is a way to pray the Gospels, a way to see Jesus.  It is a way of praying with our hearts, of contemplating by employing the faculties of our imagination in being present to the Gospel scene.  Ignatius guides us in Scripture contemplation: to see concretely the place and to see Jesus, Our Lady, the disciples and others; to hear what they are saying and the way in which they say it; to see what they are doing; and so of the other senses of touch, taste and smell, as if I found myself present, and then, reflecting on myself in order to draw some profit.  One needs to be quiet and still, leaving all other concerns aside, to be “as if I found myself present.”

In the late seventies Franco Zeffirelli received the praise of bishops and people for his six-hour epic video, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  Faithful to the spirit of the Gospels, through the film medium he made us present in a way that we were able to see, hear, taste, smell, and feel the people, scenes and events of Jesus’ life as if we were there.  As a retreat director, by using scenes from this video I found a powerful way of teaching and leading people into the Scripture contemplation of being present to the Gospel event.  Scripture prayer took on new force and fruitfulness for me and many others in bringing us, if we want to go there, into discipleship with Jesus. 

What a joy I experienced when there was another gift to help me to see Jesus more intimately.  In the spring of 1988 I was given the first volume of The Poem of the Man-God, recently translated into English.  This work of five large volumes in English is reported to be the recording of over 700 visions and dictations on the life of Jesus and Mary given by Jesus to an Italian mystic, Maria Valtorta.  I was looking forward to reading it, but when I began I was initially turned off.  This kind of stuff wasn’t for me.  However, as it sat on my bookshelf, I was drawn to pick it up to read the Hidden Life during advent.  I never put it down.

 
What Zeffirelli’s epic work was in film format, I found Valtorta’s work even more in printed format.  The Gospels became alive for me.  Within a few days I was praying through a vision each day, using the Ignatian contemplative method.  I was present in a new way to Jesus, Mary and the disciples, looking at what they did and said, watching how they related to one another and to others and listening to their words.  After three years of praying through all 4200 pages of The Poem of the Man-God, I found that if the Gospels in their conciseness were like a closed accordion, then The Poem opened fully the accordion showing all the fabric between the ribbing. 

Recently I discovered that Fr. Gabriel Allegra, OFM, a biblical exegete, theologian and missionary, was also an avid student of the writings of Maria Valtorta and came to an evaluation very much like my own.  The Venerable Fr. Allegra’s process for canonization was opened in 1984 just eight years after his death in Hong Kong.  In “Notes for a Valtortian Critique” he wrote:  “The Poem of the Man-God never contradicts the Gospel, but admirably completes it, making it living and powerful, tender and demanding...  the crowds move, shout, are agitated; the miracles, you would say, are seen; the Discourses of the Lord, even the  most difficult in their conciseness, become of solar clarity...  Whoever reads this Work... breathes at last the atmosphere of the Gospel, and almost becomes one of the crowd which follows the Master.”

To a critic who published a negative judgment in “Civilta Cattolica” in 1961, Fr. Allegra responds: “The Poem, when completed, makes us better understand the Gospel, but it does not contradict it.  I still do not know how to explain to myself, and perhaps I will never know, how the Lord had ever shown His earthly life to a soul of the 20th Century, but I believe in the ‘Love which can do all’...  Certainly the Poem does not, cannot, substitute for the New Testament and the living Magisterium of the Church.  But it is nevertheless a book full of biblical thought and instruction of the Catholic Church.  The term ‘pseudo- religiosity’ is calumnious . . .  Rather, I find in it a living and complete exposition of almost all Catholic doctrine and morality.  But what makes me love it more is that the Poem itself pushes the reader to read the Bible with love and humility, and to listen with love and humility to the teaching of Holy Mother Church.” [quoted in “Il Bollettino Valtortiano” #29]

A major ecclesiastical proponent of Maria Valtorta’s works is Fr. Gabriel M. Roschini, OSM, founder and professor of the “Marianum”, a Pontifical Faculty of Theology in Rome, a well known Mariologist, author of 130 books and over 600 articles, and adviser to the Holy Office.  Initially a skeptic of Valtorta's writing, after spending a holiday in the mountains reading her voluminous work he had been won over.  He devoted to them the last classes of his course, “The Marian Intuitions of Great Mystics”,  given at the “Marianum”, from which lectures he wrote what he considered his most important book, The Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta, first published in Italian in 1973, and in 1989 translated into English.

In the forward of this work Fr. Roschini  makes this declaration:  “I have been studying, teaching, preaching, and writing Mariology for over half a century already.  To do this I had to read innumerable works and articles of all kinds on Mary: a real Marian library.  I feel, however, that I must candidly admit that the Mariology found in all of Maria Valtorta’s writings – both published and unpublished - has been a real discovery for me.  No other Marian writings, not even the sum total of everything I have read and studied, were able to give me as clear, as lively, as complete, as luminous, or as fascinating an image, both simple and sublime, of Mary, God’s Masterpiece.  It seems to me that the conventional image of the Blessed Virgin, portrayed by myself and my fellow Mariologists, is merely a papier mache Madonna compared to the living and vibrant Virgin Mary envisioned by Maria Valtorta, a Virgin Mary perfect in every way . . .  If anyone believes my declaration is only one of those ordinary hyperbolic slogans abused by publicity, I will say this only: let them read before they judge!”

I began saying I wanted to see Jesus.  It was much more than that.  I also wanted to meet Mary: who is this woman who gave God permission to be conceived in her womb to come among us and was given to us as our Mother?  Family life is such a challenge today: how did the Holy Family live their family life in faith and love?  I never believed that Mary was put on the sidelines during the public life: what then was her role among the women disciples?  I desired to learn from Jesus as the disciples did: how and what did he teach them?  Jesus founded His Church on the apostles: who were these men, that we know so little of from the Gospels?  Jesus taught us the law of love and forgiveness: how did He live it in His everyday life?  Jesus came to save all: how did He deal with those of closed hearts like the Pharisees and Judas Iscariot?  I wanted to know more about Jesus’ passion and resurrection which is central to our faith: what and how did He suffer for our sins and what happened from His resurrection until Pentecost?  All of these themes and many more are vividly developed in The Poem. 

The Poem of the Man-God has not only opened the life of Jesus, Mary and the apostles to me, but has challenged me through the life and preaching of Jesus and his training of the apostles to follow Him more closely.  Using this work I have enjoyed being with Jesus in prayer in the way an insightful teenager described prayer as “hanging around with Jesus.”  Also this work with its vivid detail has helped many to enter into Ignatian Scripture contemplation in retreats and in other prayer experiences.  Others continually tell me of the great grace The Poem has been to them in bringing them back to the Scriptures, the Church and a more faithful following of Jesus. 

While there are some questions which I have regarding a few passages in this work, which either maybe will never be fully answered or do not need to be answered, I can not see how a work of such good fruit could come to Maria Valtorta and us except by supernatural means.  Those who condemn The Poem often have never read it.  I have found nothing to endanger faith and morals in The Poem of the Man-God and have heard of no one who has been lead astray through reading this work.  Just the opposite, it has been a tremendous spiritual help to very many in strengthening their faith, prayer and good works.  As Pope Pius XII has been quoted to have said, “Who reads it will understand.”







   LETTERS







Knowing Them Personally


I am enjoying The Poem immensely, and as others have said, “you feel you are getting to know Jesus and the disciples personally”.


   NANCE BENNETT, Langwarrin, Vic.

Stirrings


I was very excited to receive my copies of The Poem, as they never cease to stir my spiritual zeal, and in my “stirring”, awaken me to the magnitude of the generosity of our Abba; and to His Graces – especially of faith…

LORRAIN DALU, Red Hill, Qld.

“No matter what happens”

I have the 5 volumes, (and will have) read them 4 times after this reading.  I love them…  I am in my 90th year, but by the grace of Jesus’ special love for us I manage…


May the Lord of peace Himself give you His peace, no matter whet happens.  The Lord be with you all (2Thess. 3:16).



 EILEEN HAYDOCK, Port Macquarie, N.S.W.

The Audio Tapes 


Really enjoyed Tape No. 4.  Must try the others soon.








 NOEL ASHCROFT, Leeming, W.A.


The Rosary book and especially the children’s tape are wonderful.  I intend to use the tape in Catechist work, and for meditation.

     JUDY BROCKWAY, Warrnambool, Vic.

The Bulletins

The bulletins are excellent, and the supplement “Peace, Agitation and Discernment” couldn’t have arrived at a better time.


 LEONE BROWN, Upper Taylors Arm, N.S.W.


I have read thoroughly your bulletin supplement on “Peace, Agitation and Discernment”.  It really helped me.  I find your Reader’s Group very fortunate to benefit from such a direction for their meditation of The Poem.

 JEAN-MARIE D’AUTEUIL, Quebec Province, Canada.

I found that as I read the excerpts compiled in “Peace, Agitation and Discernment”, I wanted to go back to some of these passages and put the excerpt in context.  The compilation did a beautiful job of giving deeper insight into the fundamental rule for discernment of spirits, as in The Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius.   FATHER AL WINSHMAN S.J., Boston, U.S.A.


Thank you especially for the extracts.  There are many good teachings of Our Lord that hit the heart and mind like a ton of bricks.  His advice to Judas is No. 1!  God is peace, and (is an antidote to) everything you know that upsets you…







     MARIE HORAN, Warrnambool, Vic.


The bulletins contain pearls of wisdom!  Have started reading Notebooks 1943 – every word is finding a home in my heart…  What a special, blessed day you shared with us in Boyanup… (and the) honest open sharing which touches the hearts of others as we are all such broken people…  I too had a conversion experience, and thank God every day for the gift of faith in Him.


Maria Valtorta’s books have been a most treasured possession (which have) helped me very much on my faith journey, and others who have borrowed my books…










ELLY GILROY, Eaton, W.A.

More on The Pilgrim’s Guide

I’m finding the Pilgrim’s Guide invaluable.


   PATRICIA NITSCHKE, Helidon, Qld.

… In the name of Jesus and Mary I wish to thank you for your efforts in your publications of your newsletter and the Pilgrim’s Guide, to help the reader in assessing these writings.  

  BISHOP DANYLAK,  Rome, Italy.

The Pilgrim’s Guide has made great use of space.  It is packed with material, yet well set out, and perfectly legible.  The pages open flat because of the ring binding, which is excellent, and you have even used the inside of the front cover, as well as both sides of the back cover, to good purpose.  I have begun to use Section One already a good deal.  It is great to have all the references to particular persons whom I wish to follow up, e.g. the individual shepherds or apostles.

I notice that you did not go to town on all Jesus’ enemies by putting them all together under e.g. Pharisees or Sadducees or Scribes, but just named them individually – at least the more prominent.  This is important, so that the Index does not have an anti-Jewish look, or be labeled as encouraging anti-Semitism.  Incidentally, I have always liked the way the translator of The Poem speaks mostly of Jesus’ enemies as “the Judaeans”, which after all is an accurate translation of “loudaioi” which is used in John’s Gospel, and surely should be preferred to the English word Jews.  When the Gospels were written, one did not have a choice of two words, Judaean or Jew, but only the first, with its connotation of coming from that mountainy province of Judaea with Jerusalem at its heart.  However I do not have the Italian original to follow this up further.

I will encourage (the local supplier)  to order some copies of the Pilgrim’s Guide for the many users of The Poem in Singapore…



 FR. TOM O’NEILL S.J.,  Singapore

I will make great use of this valuable guide.

  WAYNE WEIBLE, South Carolina, U.S.A.

I went through your wonderful Pilgrim’s Guide.  I’m amazed at all the work that went into this.  It is truly terrific!  So much information and so well catalogued.  I feel privileged to have a copy as it will greatly help me to find passages in The Poem for use in my ministry.


(And in a later message…)

You mentioned a priest who is already referring to The Poem in the daily Gospels.  I will leave (this week) to lead a Holy Land pilgrimage...  Thanks to your Pilgrim’s Guide I have located and photocopied passages in The Poem for the major places that we will be visiting.  Between the Gospels and The Poem I want to make it a truly spiritual journey in the footsteps of Jesus. 

    FR. AL WINSHMAN, Boston, U.S.A.

The Douay-Rheims Bible

I’m in Heaven with my new Bible.  It feels just RIGHT.








SHARON McCOURT, Torquay, Vic.

A Card from the Holy Land


I feel so blessed to be here.  The Poem is going to be very different for me now.  Even with Valtorta’s magnificent descriptions, I did not imagine it like this.  We were at Capernaum and at the presumed site of Peter’s house – the ruins are there and a Basilica built over them.  The Sea of Galilee is smaller than I thought.  It was completely calm, and difficult to see it getting as rough and choppy as described…









 EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.

“Love Your Neighbour”

Many thanks for your visit to Perth…  It is strange how The Poem brings one down to earth from the high plateau of self-satisfaction.  I was feeling good that I didn’t hate a couple of people whom I find hard to tolerate.  Then I opened pages 18 & 19 of Volume 3.  Oh well! Back to the drawing board…





   MOLLY BANNISTER, Bassendean, W.A.


[Thanks Molly.  A timely reminder for me also.  It is well worth reading the whole passage (Vol. 3, p. 17-20) - Ed.]

Meeting Other Readers

Thank you for your trip to Perth.  It was wonderful to meet other readers who have been as equally moved by Valtorta’s readings as I have.   NOLA CHAMBERLAIN, Northam, W.A.

Some Delayed Feedback


I attended your talk in Lismore a while back.  Our Lord’s work through Maria Valtorta has great and beautiful impact.









   JOHN GREEN, Casino, N.S.W.


(Must have been in 1996 or 1997.  Hope to see you again next month John.  – Ed.)






   AND FINALLY:






New Catalogue Items


An updated Catalogue is included with this mail-out.  New items (not listed in previous catalogues) are:

· “From Sinner to Saint, the Story of Mary Magdalene”, a 40-page booklet of her forgiveness, conversion, and growth in strength and holiness;

·  “Forgiveness” – from this bulletin’s supplement, plus some additional teachings - in booklet form;

· Audio tapes of: (1) Readings on the Stations of the Cross, from The Poem;  (2) a talk on Mary Magdalene, given in Melbourne in April;  and (3) the Sunday Gospels for June and July 1999 – specially recorded for anybody who is visually impaired - from Scripture, and from Maria Valtorta’s accounts of these passages;

· “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”, a 108-page booklet which has generated significant interest here, and overseas (see “Letters” column).

The latest printing of the Pilgrim’s Guide includes a “Foreword” from Bishop Roman Danylak, whom some readers may know as the Spiritual Director of Josyp Terelya from the Ukraine (see Michael Brown’s book: Witness).  This Foreword updates attitudes to Maria Valtorta’s writings (this, from a Bishop living in Rome), and virtually (it is hoped) puts to rest the damaging and mis-informed attacks on The Poem, directed against its first Italian edition (see “The Poem and the Vatican”, in Readers’ Group Bulletin No. 3).  Copies of this Foreword are included in this mailing, for receivers of earlier printings of the Pilgrim’s Guide.

Peace, Balance, and Rhythm

For me, a sure sign that “old hairy legs” is stirring the pot - and it seems to be happening more and more - is the feeling of agitation I experience, as a conversation turns to this “ain’t it awful” phase, and dwells on the things that are going wrong in the world, and in the Church.


One day, I had a thought.  I was rowing my little boat in deep water, towards my destination.  There were some sharks swimming below.  I realised that when I looked downwards, or sideways, I got distracted from my rowing, and lost my balance and rhythm.  Whereas if I looked up instead, and prayed, I could row better.  The sharks were still there, but I had regained my focus, my balance and rhythm, and my peace.


(Stay with it!  - Ed.)

o   o   0   o   o

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent out to members at 3-monthly intervals.  A donation of $5 per year ($7.50 overseas) is requested, to help towards overheads and mailing costs.  A Catalogue of books and other items, and back-issues of bulletins, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God  inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor wishes to affirm submission to the final and official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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