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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO. 7  -  SEPTEMBER  1997



   EDITORIAL AND COMMENTARY





This is the seventh Bulletin in the short history of the Readers’ Group.  Perhaps a time to do a little stocktaking.  Highlights from the six previous bulletins have included:

o
John Haffert’s wonderful testimony on The Poem of the Man-God (#’s 1 & 2);

o
the story of the rose petal (#2);

o
a continuing flow of beautiful and heart-warming letters received (#’s 2 to 6);

o
passages from The Book of Azariah (Maria’s Guardian Angel) - with advice to modern-day disciples on coping in these extraordinary times (#4);

o
extracts from the recently published Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1943 (#’s 4 to 6);

o
a list of all of Maria’s works - many which are still to be translated into English (#5); and

o
an introduction to that masterly and scholarly book by Father Dubay entitled Fire Within (#6).


This bulletin is to serve you, the readers.  Please advise of any improvements you may wish to see in future issues.

More on Fire Within

This book encapsulates the writings of St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila, on contemplative (infused) prayer, and on the journey towards perfection which Jesus invites us all to undertake: “Be perfect, as My Heavenly Father is perfect”.  It has been strongly recommended by my Spiritual Director.  It gives practical guidance towards living out Jesus’ teachings from The Poem, has an extraordinary correlation with numerous passages from Notebooks 1943, and refers to many Scripture passages commented upon by Maria’s Guardian Angel in The Book of Azariah. It beautifully complements all of the writings of Maria Valtorta.


Already available as a companion to Fire Within is the compilation “Paths to Holiness” from The Poem, and I am currently working on a compilation of extracts from Notebooks 1943, highlighting many of the key themes which resonate in Fire Within - including Humility, “All are Called”, “Be Perfect”, Love, Obedience, Detachment, Will of God, Dryness, Purification, Passive (or Dark) Night of the Soul, Trust....  (See “Elements of Purification” in Catalogue).


The more often I read Maria Valtorta, the more important Scripture becomes.  Below are the Scripture passages most often quoted in Fire Within (Douay-Rheims numbering and text).


Ps. 24:15  “My eyes are ever towards the Lord : for he shall pluck my feet out of the snare.”  (x6 times)

Ps. 45:11  “Be still and see that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, and I will be exalted in the earth.”  (x3)

Mt. 7:13-14  “Enter ye in at the narrow gate, for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there are who go in thereat.  How narrow is the gate,  and strait is the way that leadeth to life : and few there are that find it!  (x7)


Lk. 8:14  “... And that which fell among thorns, are they who have heard, and going their way, are choked with the cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and yield no fruit.”  (x9)

Lk. 10:16  “He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me, despiseth him who sent me.”  (x7)

1Cor. 2:9  “It is written: That eye has not seen nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what things God hath prepared for them that love him.” (x7)

1Cor. 10:31  “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever else you do, do all to the glory of God.”  (x7)

2Cor. 3:18  “... We all beholding the glory of the Lord with open face, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  (x8)

Eph. 3:19  “... To know also the charity of Christ, which surpasseth all knowledge, that you may be filled unto all the fulness of God.”  (x8)

Phil. 4:4  “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice.”  (x7)

1Pet. 1:8  “... Whom having not seen, you love : in whom also now, though you see him not, you believe : and believing shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and glorified.”  (x5)

2Pet. 1:4  “... By whom he has given us most great and precious promises : that by these you may be made partakers of the divine nature : flying the corruption of that concupiscence which is of the world.”  (x4)

Titus 2:12  “... Instructing us, that, denying ungodly and worldly desires, we should live soberly, and justly, and godly in this world.”  (x8)

[There has been very positive feedback from those who have already obtained Fire Within.
 Following many requests from readers wishing to secure a copy, Fire Within is now available directly from the Readers’ Group (see Catalogue).]

Group Sharing

Recently, a group of Maria Valtorta devotees in Melbourne got together for what has now become a regular event - the sharing of some of our experiences in reading Maria’s writings.  We started with morning Mass, then we each read a favourite passage from The Poem or another of Maria’s works.  We then prayed a Rosary, had some quiet time with Jesus in front of the Blessed Sacrament, had lunch together, and resumed our sharing. 
When we meet in this way, we try not to let the process develop into a “discussion group” - we just listen, keep the focus on the one who is sharing, and when the time is right, move on to the next person.  This is important, as the one who shares may also be revealing much about him/her self, and would feel abandoned if someone else “takes over”, at this time.


Our last “contributor” on this occasion was Barry Whateley (you may remember his letters in Bulletins #3 and #6).  Barry led us into the third Joyful Mystery of the Rosary, with the Hail Marys interspersed with passages on Jesus’ Birth from The Poem. It was a rich and beautiful experience.


Since then I’ve been advised that the Italian publishers of The Poem have already published a complete meditated Rosary such as this in Italian, and they say an English translation will be available in a few months.  God is good!


In the meantime, the supplement page to this bulletin is the third Glorious Mystery, tailored to offer the experience of praying a decade of the Rosary in this way, to Readers’ Group members and other interested parties.  Please feel free to copy and pass this (and any other bulletin pages) around.

Criticisms and Attacks can be Distractions

From time to time, copies of articles attacking the authenticity of Maria Valtorta’s writings have come to hand.  A recent article by Father Mitch Pacqua appeared in a magazine which is circulated to Priests in Australia.  Father Pacqua’s arguments are similar to those reproduced in the August-September 1992 issue of A Call to Peace (Belle Vista, AR, U.S.A., see Catalogue).  Attacks on The Poem by its two main antagonists, Father Pacqua and Father Philip Pavich, were examined and refuted by Bishop Danylak and other contributors in that article.


The main objections offered by Fr. Pacqua concern style and legalism.  I have a two-page response to his article by an Australian Priest, salient points of which are as follows:


Style:


The long speeches of Jesus and Mary are in stark contrast to the Evangelists.  Response: “a 30 minute homily can easily fill 10 to 15 typewritten pages.  Any writer should know this”.


Legalism:


Firstly, “The Poem of the Man-God” has no Imprimatur.  Response: Pope Pius XII’s “verbal Imprimatur” was described by Edouard Cardinal Gagnon as a “type of official Imprimatur granted before witnesses”, and is therefore canonical.  It is important to note that, in accordance with a 1966 Decree approved by Pope Paul VI, an Imprimatur is no longer required for publication of material relating to Private Revelations, provided there is no contravention of faith and morals.


Secondly, “The Poem” was included in The Index of Forbidden Books.  Response: As explained in Bulletin #3, its inclusion was because the first edition was published without prior approval of the Vatican (remember also that Maria Valtorta was still alive, and her writings were “anonymous”) - it was not because of any objectionable moral, theological or anti-ecclesial material.  Although some editions of L’Osservatore Romano carried attacks on the authenticity of The Poem, it is important to understand that this newspaper is not the Church,  it is only a newspaper.  (It is interesting to note that on 27th February 1948, L’Osservatore Romano reported that the audience Pope Pius XII gave to the three Servite Priests had taken place the previous day.  This is when he gave his famous instruction relating to The Poem’s first Italian edition: “Publish this work just as it is”).  The second edition of The Poem was published in compliance with the new rules established by the Holy See.


We could argue with some antagonists of Maria Valtorta, till the cows come home.  To continue engaging in such debate, without any hope of convincing “the opposition”, can be pointless and counter-productive.  More particularly, it can be a distraction from getting on with the real business of incorporating the teachings of Jesus and Mary into our everyday lives.  This, and prayer, are much more effective - they demonstrate the fruits of what we believe in.  An often-repeated statement about faith has particular relevance for Private Revelations(1):  “For those who believe, no proof is necessary; for those who do not believe, no proof is possible”.


A word of caution comes from Jesus Himself:


« ... At times God admonishes you by means of manifestations that you call “mediumistic”, which in fact are the compassion of a Love that wants to save you...  Make your choice...  Proofs become counter-proofs in the hands of the Enemy and of the enemy of My friends.  Be careful!  Go with My peace.  » (2)

To Maria Valtorta, and indirectly to us, Maria’s “little sheep”, Jesus says:


« ... Do you know, Mary, what you are doing? Or rather, what I am doing, in showing you the Gospel? Making a stronger attempt to bring men to Me. You yearned for it with your fervent prayers. I will no longer confine Myself to words. They tire men and detach them. It is a fault, but it is so. I will have recourse to visions, also of My Gospel, and I will explain them to make them more attractive and clear.


I give you the comfort of seeing them. I give everybody the possibility of wishing to know Me. And if it is of no avail, and like cruel children they should throw away the gift without understanding its value, you will be left with My present, and they with My indignation. I shall be able once again to repeat the old reproach: "We played for you and you would not dance; we sang dirges and you would not weep".


But it does not matter. Let them, the inconvertible ones, heap burning coals on their heads and let us turn to the little sheep seeking to become acquainted with their Shepherd. It is I, and you are the staff leading them to Me. » (3)

A final reflection relates to the Psalm: “For behold God is my helper; and the Lord is the protector of my soul.  Turn back the evils upon my enemies; and cut them off in thy truth.”(4)

Commenting on this Psalm, Azariah, Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel, says to Maria:


“The psalm belongs to a time of severity.  You can, therefore, still call for revenge upon your enemies.  But charity is so great in us - and must be so great in you, soul of mine...  You belong to the time of love; you are a Christian, and on your lips only prayer in favour of your enemies must flourish - indeed, you ought to call those who cause you pain not enemies, but ‘poor brothers’.  Are they not really deprived of true riches, not possessing charity, not having justice, not knowing the supernatural voices, so that they do not understand the tongue of the Heavens and call it creaturely delirium or, even worse, a creaturely lie?  Poor, poor brothers of yours!


“One day the Lord will say to them, ‘I have spoken, and you have not known me.  I have taken, according to my Word, a “little one”, and have placed her in your midst, doctors, and have instructed her so that she would say my words, since the Spirit of the Lord takes delight in revealing himself to the humble, with whom He plays, like a father with his children, finding his solace in them.  I came, and you did not receive me.  I spoke, and you did not listen to me.  I called you and invited you to enter into the room of my treasures which I was opening to you, and you did not come.  My love did not move you.  You denied my doctrine, saying that there could be no addition to the doctrine I had preached in Palestine.  I wanted to make you rich; I wanted to make you learned; I wanted to place in your hands an instrument enriched with new notes so that you might sing the infinite - and unknown to many - mercies of God, converted hearts; I wanted you holy; knowledge of me is love, and there is no limit to this knowledge, for the teaching Christ is God, and God is infinite in His love and in every other attribute of his, and whoever knows more loves more, and whoever loves more sanctifies himself more.  You, as holy, fervent, and wise in “my” holiness, in “my” love, and in “my” wisdom, would have sanctified, inflamed, and instructed.  Oh, my Wisdom, Love, Perfection!  Why did you not want me?  Now you are poor.  More than poor Lazarus.  He had his wounds as a robe, but in his heart he had the treasure of being able to know God.  Go and robe yourself in light; go to learn love; go to meditate on the words which you have not received, and when you are robed and adorned with charity, truth, and wisdom, come...’


“Pray a great deal that in the time remaining to them they may be able to robe themselves and adorn themselves with what the Lord demands for those invited to the wedding, without halting painfully outside the House of God while expiating their sloth and lukewarmness, and, along with these, pride and egoism.” (5)

(1) See also a lucid explanation of Private Revelations in Father Roschini’s “The Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta”, pp 10-17.


(2) “The Poem” Vol. 4, p. 552.  See also Mt. 7:6 (Douay-Rheims).


(3) “The Poem” Vol. 1, p. 246.


(4) Ps. 53:6-7 (Douay-Rheims).


(5) “The Book of Azariah”, pp. 192-3.
Missing Verses

In The Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta(1), the famous Marian scholar Father Roschini refers to the time just before Mary’s Assumption into Heaven(2), when the apostle John, at Her bedside and struggling against his own tears, reads various passages of Scripture, including Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 24:11-46.  In many Catholic Bibles, Chapter 24 of Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) has many fewer verses than the Douay which was translated from the original Vulgate(3).


The Douay Bible was used in Father Roschini, “since it does not stray from the truly Catholic traditional exegesis”(4).  In The Virgin Mary... the whole of Chapter 24 is included as an Appendix, and is reproduced below.(5)


(1)  p. 343-7.

(2)  See “The Poem” Vol. 5, p. 932.


(3) The Vulgate was used as a reference Bible by Maria Valtorta herself - see “The Virgin Mary ...” p. 345.

(4)  See “The Virgin Mary ...”p. xxiii.

(5)  Significantly, in the RSV Bible, with its “Apocrypha/Deutercaconical” books, verses 24-5, 28, 31, 34, 40, 45 and parts of other verses, are missing.
CHAPTER 24

Wisdom Praises herself : her origin, her dwelling, her dignity, and her fruits.
Wisdom shall praise her own self, and shall be honoured in God, and shall glory in the midst of her people,

  2
And shall open her mouth in the churches of the most High, and shall glorify herself in the sight of his power,

  3
And in the midst of her own people she shall be exalted, and shall be admired in the whole assembly.

  4
And in the multitude of the elect she shall have praise, and among the blessed she shall be blessed, saying :

  5
I came out of the mouth of the most High, the firstborn before all creatures :

  6
I made that in the heavens there should rise light that never faileth, and as a cloud I covered all the earth :

  7
I dwelt in the highest places, and my throne is in a pillar of cloud.

  8
I alone have compassed the circuit of heaven, and have penetrated into the bottom of the deep, and have walked in the waves of the sea,

  9
And have stood in all the earth : and in every people,

 10
And in every nation I have had the chief rule :

 11
And by my power I have trodden under my feet the hearts of all the high and low : and in all these I sought rest, and I shall abide in the inheritance of the Lord.

 12
Then the creator of all things commanded, and said to me : and he that made me, rested in my tabernacle,

 13
And he said to me : Let thy dwelling be in Jacob, and thy inheritance in Israel, and take root in my elect.

 14
y From the beginning, and before the world, was I created, and unto the world to come I shall not cease to be, and in the holy dwelling place I have ministered before him.

 15
And so was I established in Sion, and in the holy city likewise I rested, and my power was in Jerusalem.

 16
And I took root in an honourable people, and in the portion of my God his inheritance, and my abode is in the full assembly of saints.

 17
I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and as a cypress tree on mount Sion.

 18
I was exalted like a palm tree in Cades, and as a rose plant in Jericho :

 19
As a fair olive tree in the plains, and as a plane tree by the water in the streets, was I exalted.

 20
I gave a sweet smell like cinnamon, and aromatical balm : I yielded a sweet odour like the best myrrh :

 21
And I perfumed my dwelling as storax, and galbanum, and onyx, and aloes, and as the frankincense not cut, and my odour is as the purest balm.

 22
I have stretched out my branches as the turpentine tree, and my branches are of honour and grace.

 23
As the vine I have brought forth a pleasant odour : and my flowers are the fruit of honour and riches.

 24
I am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and of holy hope.

 25
In me is all grace of the way and of the truth, in me is all hope of life and of virtue.

 26
Come over to me, all ye that desire me, and be filled with my fruits.

 27
For my spirit is sweet above honey, and my inheritance above honey and the honeycomb.

 28
My memory is unto everlasting generations.

 29
z They that eat me, shall not hunger : and they that drink me, shall not thirst.

 30
He that hearkeneth to me, shall not be confounded : and they that work by me, shall not sin.

 31
They that explain me shall have life everlasting.

 32
All these things are the book of life, and the covenant of the most High, and the knowledge of truth.

 33
Moses commanded a law in the precepts of justices, and an inheritance to the house of Jacob, and the promises to Israel.

 34
He appointed to David his servant to raise up of him a most mighty king, and sitting on the throne of glory for ever.

 35
a Who filleth up wisdom as the Phison, and as the Tigris in the days of the new fruits.

 36
Who maketh understanding to abound as the Euphrates, b who multiplieth it as the Jordan in the time of harvest.

 37
Who sendeth knowledge as the light, and riseth up as Gehon in the time of the vintage.

 38
Who first hath perfect knowledge of her, and a weaker shall not search her out.

 39
For her thoughts are more vast than the sea, and her counsels more deep than the great ocean.

 40
I, wisdom, have poured out rivers.

 41
I, like a brook out of a river of a mighty water ; I, like a channel of a river, and like an aqueduct, came out of paradise.

 42
I said : I will water my garden of plants, and I will water abundantly the fruits of my meadow.

 43
And behold my brook became a great river, and my river came near to the sea :

 44
For I make doctrine to shine forth to all as the morning light, and I will declare it afar off.

 45
I will penetrate to all the lower parts of the earth, and will behold all that sleep, and will enlighten all that hope in the Lord.

 46
I will yet pour out doctrine as prophecy, and will leave it to them that seek wisdom, and will not cease to instruct their offspring even to the holy age.

 47
See ye that I have not laboured for myself only, but for all that seek out the truth.

y Prov. 8:22  -  z John 6:35  -  a Gen. 2:11  -  b Josh. 3:15
Calling Any Italian-Speaking Readers

Il Poema Dell’Uomo-Dio (The Poem of the Man-God in its original Italian) has copious notes and references throughout its ten volumes.  It would be marvellous to have these notes translated into English.  Are there any volunteers or linguists who could share in such a task?  Please advise.


Lastly, I may be heading north - perhaps as far as Brisbane - on a second “Valtortling” journey, around early October.  I’m happy to meet with, or give a talk to, anybody or any group who may be interested in Maria Valtorta.


May God bless and keep you all.


DAVID D. MURRAY  -  Editor and Assistant Convenor.







 LETTERS







Spiritual Gifts

I have found The End Times... absolutely riveting, with wonderful spiritual gifts, and have friends lined up to read it.  Have given your address to a couple of people to join the Readers’ Group too!





JOSEPHINE LANDSBERG, Normanville, S.A.

Compelling

Thank you for Bulletin #6.  It made wonderful reading.  At present I am working my way through The Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1943, which I find compelling...  Thanks for your assistance in helping us to know and to be closer to God...




   MILAN MALUNEC, Greenfield Park, NSW.

Scripture and The Poem

The bulletins have so much inspirational material in them which urges me constantly to go to Scripture and The Poem.  Thank you for the compilations of various themes.  They are so helpful.

  PATRICIA NITSCHKE, Andrews Farm, S.A.

“Profound”

The book (Notebooks 1943) is “profound”.  I love it.








   BILLIE ALLEN, Mornington, Vic.

Fireworks  (Sunrise of Truth, Vol. 1)

I found this little book very enlightening, not because I needed any further explanation about the authenticity of Maria Valtorta’s writings, but because it has cleared up a few points which have frustrated my attempts to gain the interest of other people.  These books have been neglected by potential readers because the Vatican had placed them on the “Index of Forbidden Books”.  This has never caused me any twinges of conscience, but until now, I have been unable to come back with a satisfactory answer to these allegations.


This little book will quell all honest doubts.  Fireworks should be a forerunner to all Maria Valtorta’s books.  It has given me all the ammunition I need.








   JUNE ROSS, South Oakleigh, Vic.

For Those who do not Believe

I am in a hostel (and) I love to read, among other ways of talking to the Lord - He never lets me down.  I ask Him to keep me on my feet and keep my facilities - Praise God...


I have all the volumes of The Poem, and I never get tired of reading them.  Thank you for the beautiful Face of Jesus in the rose petal.  Even though He is now with His Father - so happy - I often think of Him in His terrible Passion and Crucifixion, and my heart hurts for Him.


Thank God for The Poem which brings to light what everyone should know (as the Gospels are so condensed): His love for His apostles and even for us.  Thank God for those who believe the truth - we must pray for those who do not believe.


   EILEEN HAYDOCK, East Malvern, Vic.

A Satisfied “Customer”


Thank you for the first six issues of your excellent bulletin.  I would certainly like to receive any future issues.  (Also) congratulations on the superbly detailed Index to The Poem.  I would also like to have your “Scripture References” and “Case of Poetic Justice”.  John Haffert’s article (Bulletins #1&2) was, as one has come to expect, a spiritual experience.








   BRUCE WRIGHT, Mt. Eliza, Vic.

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to its members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent out to members at approximately 3-monthly intervals.  A donation of $5 per year is requested, to help towards overheads and mailing costs.  Catalogues of books and other items, and back-issues of bulletins, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God  inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The compiler wishes to affirm submission to the final and official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]

